29/ 04/ 2000

Anwar trial to proceed only on evidence of alib

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The H gh Court today ordered the hearing of Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim s sodony trial to proceed in spite of a stay of
proceedi ngs granted | ast week.

The stay is pendi ng appeal against the setting aside of a subpoena on
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad obt ai ned by the defence.

Judge Datuk Arifin Jaka said the continuation of the trial would be only
in respect of evidence on alibi which the defence woul d be adduci ng
irrespective of the outcone of the appeal.

He said he did not wish to delay the trial as it mght take sone tinme
before the appeal was di sposed of.

Arifin then fixed the case for nention on Thursday.

He al so ordered | awer Wng Khi an Keong, who was hol di ng a wat chi ng
brief for Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, to sort out wth
t he defence who shoul d tender the docunments relating to the alibi

(Koh was subpoenaed by co-accused busi nessnan Sukma Dar mawan Sasmi t aat
Madj a. )

Arifin made the ruling after hearing subm ssions by Anwar's counse
Kar pal Singh, Sukma's counsel Gobind Singh Deo and Senior Deputy Public
Prosecut or Datuk Abdul Gani Patail.

Last Friday, Arifin had ruled that Dr Mahathir need not testify for the
def ence and set aside a subpoena i ssued on him

The judge subsequently all owed the defence's application for a stay of
proceedi ngs pendi ng appeal against the ruling. The notice of appeal was
filed on Wednesday.

Anwar and Sukma, who is his adopted brother, are charged wi th sodonmni sing
former driver Azizan Abu Bakar at the Tivoli Villas apartment between
January and March 1993.

Sukma is also facing a second charge of abetting Anwar in sodonising
Azi zan at the same tine and pl ace.

Azizan is the forner driver of Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan
I smail.
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