18/ 04/ 2000

Anwar was in Thail and, says former anbassador

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Fornmer Ml aysi an Anbassador to Thailand told the High
Court today that Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwas in Thailand fromFeb 21 to
23, 1993.

Dat uk Zai nal Abidin Alias said Anwar attended a forum "Towards One South
East Asia in the 21st Century" which was held at Bangkok's Hyatt Erawan
Hotel on Feb 22, 1993.

Anwar and hi s adopted brother, businessman Sukma Dar mawan Sasmit aat
Madj a, are charged with sodom sing former driver Azizan Abu Bakar at a
Tivoli Villa apartment in Bangsar between January and March 1993.

Sukma is al so facing a second charge of abetting Anwar in sodonising
Azi zan at the sanme tinme and place. Azizan is the forner driver of Anwar's
wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan | snmi |

To a question by Anwar's | eadi ng counsel Christopher Fernando, Zaina
said Anwar attended a di nner reception held by the head of a non-
governnental organi sati on Sukhunmbhand Pari batra on Feb 22. (Paribarta is
now Thai |l and' s Deputy Foreign Mnister).

After this, Fernando told the court that Karpal Singh, one of Anwar's
| awyers, was in the Shah Alam H gh Court for an election petition and
woul d be coming later in the day.

Judge Datuk Arifin Jaka then told Sukma's counsel Gobind Singh Deo to
check whet her Karpal would be coning and granted a short adj ournment.

Parties were supposed to continue subnissions on the rel evance of the
proposed evidence of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in the
trial.

However, during the adjournment Deputy Registrar Rozilah Salleh
announced that the trial was postponed to tonorrow with the consent of al
parties.

Later, Fernando told reporters that the hearing was postponed as Karpa
was engaged in the Shah Al am case whil e Seni or DPP Dat uk Abdul Gani Pat ai
wanted to attend the Raja of Perlis Tuanku Syed Putra Syed Hassan's
funeral .
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