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Anwar' s American synpat hi sers act out of ignorance of the facts

Ashraf Abdul | ah

SURELY t hey cannot be call ed "The Magnificent Seven", the seven | awrakers
who filed a petition in the US House of Representatives to press for the
freedomor retrial of former Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar

| br ahi m

The seven, advised by their staff and acting in the belief that they
were doing the right thing, filed a resol ution demandi ng that Anwar be
given "due process" of |law. Wat the advisers failed to informthe seven
Congressnen was t hat Anwar has been provi ded t he due process of |aw, and
that the trial was fair and transparent.

Those who filed the resolution are Chris Smth of New Jersey, |l eana
Ros-Lehtinen of Florida, TomLantos, Dana Rohrabacher and Ed Royce of
California, Neil Aberconbie of Hawaii and Robert Wexl er of Florida on Cct
217.

The seven, encouraged by Mal aysi an supporters of Anwar who shoul d not go
unpuni shed for their action, are the sane seven who had filed a resol ution
in 1998 for Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad to step down.

In fact, Anwar is appealing and this will present himw th anot her
opportunity to state his case, supported by what nmany believed to be the
best legal brains in the profession. It is inportant to note that Anwar's
appeal reflects his faith in the Mal aysi an judicial system a point sone
of his defenders chose to ignore.

It is strongly believed that the filing of the resolution was part of a
series of "planned, deliberate and sustained efforts" to discredit the
Mal aysi an Gover nment and cause Mal aysi a to be ostraci sed by the rest of
the worl d. But who would want to do such a thing, one m ght ask.

Wl |, they conprise locals and foreigners. For exanple, it is no secret
t hat supporters of Anwar engaged Janus Merritt Strategies (JMS,), a public
af fairs and governnent relations firm JMS speci alises in positioning
conplicated scientific, economc, political and often enpotional issues for
effective resolution on behalf of its clients.

Research al so showed that anot her foreign supporter of Anwar is Dr Janal
Bar azi nghi, the Director of International Institute of |Islam c Thought
(I'1'T) which has links with Anwar. 11 T's founder, the | ate I smail Fauraki,
was Anwar's mentor and the two woul d often tel ephone each ot her exchangi ng
views. Anwar is known to have often sought advice fromthe latter.

Then there i s the Sul ai man Abdul Azi z Rajai Foundation (SAAR) - a Saudi
Arabi an outfit which finances the activities of IIT, anobng ot hers.

Local operators are al so working overtine, Abdul Rahi mGhouse in Jakarta
toinitiate attacks on the Mal aysi an Gover nment whi |l e anot her supporter,
Raj a Petra Kamaruddi n, nmakes frequent tri ps overseas canvassi ng for Anwar.
Abdul Rahimwas said to be in Australia |l ast nonth, drunmm ng up support
for Anwar.

Both nen are closely linked to Anwar and had benefited fromseveral
proj ects awarded to t hemwhen Anwar was Fi nance M ni ster. They are al so
linked to Parti Keadil an Nasi onal (Keadilan), formed to fight Anwar's
cause. Inlate July this year, both | aunched t he Free Anwar Canpai gn ( FAC)
and dedi cated websites to anplify all negative stories on Ml aysi a.

The cl ose co-operati on between these personalities and parties resulted
inacontract bei ng signed between Anwar's supporters (|l ocal and overseas)
and JM5 on 24 August to orchestrate continuous efforts to get
i nternational support for Anwar's rel ease.



Fundi ng t hese operations may not be cheap, but then again, funds do not
appear to be an issue here - US$200, 000 (RW/60, 000) was paid to secure the
services of JMS for four nonths.

The co-directors of JMs are also said to be working for a nunber of
devel opi ng countries and organi sati ons. They are Mark J. Robertson and
Scott Hof f man. Omar Nashashi bi, a Pal estinian who i s a Research Associ ate
of JM5, al so works for the International Canpaign for the Preservation of
Human Ri ghts (CPHR). He was active i n organising protests agai nst Dr
Mahat hir in Chicago in Septenmber and in front of the Ml aysi an Enbassy in
Washi ngton on Sept 20.

For the record not nore 20 people participated in the protests.

Research al so showed that the JMS were given these briefs:

* undertake a progranme to generate political and econom c pressure on
t he Mal aysi an Gover nnent ai med at freeing Anwar,

* inpl enent a series of coordinated actions to isolate the Ml aysi an
Gover nnent ,

* generate i nternational outrage agai nst Mal aysi a,

* introduce sanctions legislation in the US Congress,

*initiate suspension of mlitary aid to Mal aysi a,

* initiate boycott of Ml aysi an goods,

* activate grassroots organi sations and other organisations inthe USto
create awareness i n Anwar's case by hol di ng panel di scussions at think
tanks, universities etc.

* work with Musliml eaders in the US.

Apart fromfiling the resolution in the US Congress, JM5is known to
have actively pursued other activities. They incl ude:

* hol ding a | uncheon neeting with 11 Muslimstaffers to Congressnen at a
Chi nese Restaurant i n Washi ngt on DC where a fol der contai ni ng pro- Anwar
docunents were di stri buted;

* getting the Islam c Society of North Anerica (I SNA) towithdrawits
invitation for Dr Mahathir to address its Sept 1 conventioninlllinois;

* hol di ng denonstrations in Chi cago and Washi ngt on DC on Sept 3 and Sept
20,

* placing some 200 pro- Anwar panphlets at a table reserved for the
private sector section of the Mal aysi an del egati on at t he Mal aysi an Trade
Sem nar in New York on Sept 25 2000;

* trying to influence US Presidential candi date George W Bush;

* organi sing a denonstration in Jakarta on Sept 22 ; and

* initiating a video docunmentary purportedly on the "corrupt Ml aysi an
judicial systen done by an Australian filmcrew

These negati ve devel opnments were gi ven promi nence in | ocal pro-Anwar and
FAC websi t es whi ch are responsi bl e for propel ling Anwar into international
l'imelight.

Is JVMS a threat? One thing that nust be noted is the fact that JMS has
failed in many areas perhaps because of its ignorance of Mal aysia and the
| ocal scene. It relied solely onthe FAC s i nput and was t hrown of f guard
i n many instances.

For exanpl e, the purported denonstrations failed to convi nce anyone and
were nore of disjointed congregations of between 10 and 20 peopl e.

The JMS failed to stop the Anerican Finance House (Lariba) from
presenting an award to Dr Mahathir in early Septenber for devel opi ng
Islam c financial institutions and overcomingthe financial crisisin
Mal aysia without resorting to the | M.

It failed to stop Dr Mahathir fromdelivering his keynote address at a
conf erence organi sed by t he Canbri dge Uni versity Mal aysi a Soci ety ( CUMAS)
in Canbridge University on 7 Cctober.

At the nmonment the seven US Congressnmen have only filed the resol ution



calling for Anwar to be released. Like all other resolutions, it is
unlikely to be adopted.
( END)
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