02/ 03/ 2000

Anwar' s appeal : Hearing continues

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Three days into his appeal hearing, Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m caught the Court of Appeal by surprise today when he suddenly
stood up to voice his fear that one of the judges may be prejudiced

agai nst him

He said this judge, whom he naned, could be prejudi ced because of an

i nci dent which had occurred at the Council of Rulers neeting which he
(Anwar) had attended on behalf of the Prime Mnister.

Soundi ng nervous, Anwar stood up in the dock after the lunch break to
relate the incident. The stunned judges said this was the first tine they
had heard of this.

The judges hearing the appeal are Court of Appeal President Tan Sr

Lam n Yunus and Court of Appeal judges Datuk Ahmad Fairuz Shei kh Abdu
Hal i m and Dat uk Mokhtar Sidin.

Asked by Lamin why he did not tell his counsel earlier, Anwar said he
was cautioned by his previous experience when his | awer Zainur Zakaria
was cited for contenpt for filing an affidavit for him

(Zainur was ordered to be jailed three nonths and has filed an appeal
which is schedul ed to be heard on March 9).

"These things | have to say personally, so | bear the consequences," he
sai d.

He said he did not raise it earlier because he did not recognise the
judges and he also wanted tinme to think the matter over.

Lam n ordered a short adjournnent which stretched to 40 mi nutes. Wen
hearing resuned, the judges recorded Anwar's statenent.

Leadi ng counsel Raja Aziz Addruse left the natter to the court to

deci de.

Seni or deputy public prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Patail also left the
matter to the court but said he was concerned that Anwar's di scl osure may
be in breach of the Oficial Secrets Act.

Anwar replied that he had not disclosed details of the discussions but
only the concl usi on whi ch was m nut ed.

He also said it was not a secret because it was known to the judiciary,
t he Cabi net and the Attorney-General .

Lamin said the court wanted sone tinme to think about it and adj ourned
hearing to tonorrow norni ng

"I'n view of what Datuk Gani said (about the O ficial Secrets Act),
perhaps the Press would |like to take note," he said.

Today was the third day that Anwar's | awyers were submtting in his
appeal against his conviction by the H gh Court |ast April for corrupt
practices.

Anwar, who is currently on trial for sodony, was sentenced to six years
jail for using the Special Branch to force Umi Hafilda Ali and Azi zan Abu
Bakar to retract their allegations of sodony and adultery agai nst him
In the subm ssions in the nmorning, defence counsel Gurbachan Singh
argued that main prosecution wtnesses - former SB director Datuk Mhd
Sai d Awang and his deputy Datuk Amr Junus - were driven by a desire for
sel f-preservation as they could also be charged if they did not shift the
bl ane to Anwar.

He al so urged the court to draw an adverse inference agai nst the
prosecution for failing to call material w tnesses including Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.



Gur bachan said wi thout Dr Mahathir's evidence, there was no proof that
Umi 's letter about the all eged sodony and adultery had actual |y been sent
to him

Heari ng conti nues.

( END)
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