23/ 03/ 2000

Anwar's sodomny trial postponed to today

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Hi gh Court today postponed to tonorrow the sodony
trial of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimand his adopted brother Sukna Dar mawan
Sasmitaat Madj a.
Deputy Regi strar Rozilah Sal |l eh announced over the m crophone that the
case woul d resune tonorrow after judge Datuk Arifin Jaka granted an
adj our nment i n chanbers.
Anwar' s | eadi ng counsel Christopher Fernando told reporters |later that
the defence applied for the adjournnent because sone of Anwar's | awyers
were involved in | awer Zainur Zakaria's appeal in the Court of Appeal.
(Zai nur was sentenced to three nonths' jail by the H gh Court on Nov 30,
1998 after judge Datuk S. Augustine Paul found himin contenpt for filing
an affidavit on behal f of Anwar, who was then on trial on four counts of
corrupt practice.
(Anwar had alleged in his affidavit that Senior Deputy Public
Prosecut ors Datuk Abdul Gani Patail and Datuk Azahar Mbhanmed had sought
fabricated evidence agai nst him.
Fernando al so said parties in the sodony trial were expected to subnit
tomorrow on the rel evance of the proposed evidence of Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.
Meanwhi | e, another of Anwar's |awyers S. N Nair said Finance M nister Tun
Dai m Zai nuddi n, Deputy Education M nister Datuk Abdul Aziz Shanmsuddi n and
forner Donestic Trade and Consunmer Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayob had been served with subpoenas to testify in the trial
Anwar and Sukma are charged with sodomni sing Azi zan Abu Bakar at 10-7-2,
Tivoli Villa, Jalan Medang Tanduk, Bangsar, about 7.45pm between January
and March 1993.
Sukrma, a businessman, is also facing a second charge of abetting Anwar
i n sodom si ng Azi zan.
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