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A new form of colonialism

I TIS becomi ng quite clear nowthat gl obalisation, as the West defines it,
isjust an excuse to legitim se men's desire to conquer his fell ow nen.
Three hundred years before the birth of Christ, as A exander the G eat
mar ched eastwards fromanci ent G eek in a quest to conquer the world, his
huge arny tranpl ed easily over small er ones in what was not at all unlike
the scenario for today's gl obalisation. Except instead of armes, it wll
be giant corporations tranpling over borderless nations and devouri ng
smal | and weak conpani es for their own enpires. Those who rule a | arger
nunber of nmarkets and consuners will be kings and enperors; the rest of
the nodern world, |like the defeated i n Al exander the Great's conquests,

wi |l be slaves and servants.

Men have not stopped buil ding enpires since. Snaller enpires have been
conquer ed by bi gger ones, big ones have col | apsed due to internal strife,
sonetimes only natural catastrophes could cause enpires to perish. Battles
wer e fought on | and and at sea, and the bi ggest conquerers |i ke Hanni bal
and CGenghi z were born on both sides of the Suez. A thousand years | ater,
the col onial masters were born and their reigns did not end until latein
the 20th century. d obalisation is now being seen in the sane vein, as an
attenpt to build enpires and establish colonies inthe newmillennium The
woul d- be conquerers will be the giant corporations backed by their
governments. These corporations are even now mer gi ng anong thensel ves to
prepare not for battle but for the massacre of snmall conpanies in snall
countries. They will conquer other corporations and fromthere they will
sei ze control of econom es, governnents and peopl es. Three hundred years
fromnow, Bill Gates could be Bill the Geat.

Far-fetched? Certainly not. If one believes that history will repeat
itself over and over again, then globalisationis the newform of
colonialisation. OGohviously, it was an i dea concei ved by Wstern
intellectuals. Which explains why there is very little regard for
devel opi ng countries' interests and concerns. The Wrl d Trade Organi sati on
(WO has pushed for opening up of markets and | i beralisation of econom c
sectors in the nane of free econony, but devel oping countries' fear that
gl obalisation will expose themto a | opsi ded conpetitionis very real. The
big nultinational corporations will be spoilt for choice and have their
pi ck of conpanies in other countries to buy, or run over. The snal | er
conmpanies in Malaysia, for exanple, will be vul nerabl e and def encel ess,
unl ess they nmerge anong t hensel ves. Even then they may not be strong
enough to wi thstand t he i nvasi on of the nultinational and transnati onal
corporations. For survival, they may have to of fer thensel ves for so-
called strategic alliances with the foreign giants. Either way, these
giants win.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad' s insi stence on nodi fying
t he concept of gl obalisation arises out of the concernthat it is not
being very fair on the small and weak. d obalisation has al ready shown
signs of beconming areligionthat tol erates no heresy. Anyone who dares to
go agai nst globalisation will be regarded as heretic and will be
uni versal |l y condemmed. And this, nany woul d agree, could spell the failure
of the exercise. Wiich would be a pity because gl obalisation, if properly
i ntepreted and regul ated, can bring about a great deal of wealth and
benefit to the world, the rich as well as the poor.

A obalisation should result in the flow of productive foreign direct



i nvest ment i nto devel opi ng and | east devel oped countries. It should al so
result intransfers of technol ogy which will hel p the devel opnent of these
econom es and their conmpani es. Mal aysi a, for exanple, benefitted from
these and, as a result, devel oped i nto an econony that could afford to buy
products fromthe rich countries and, inturn, sell themconmodities and
raw materials. G ant corporations fromJapan, the US, and Europe have cone
to this country, some for nore than a century, and have been abl e to nake
profits year after year not by devouring | ocal conpani es but working with
themand hel ping them If globalisation departs fromthis tradition and
pursue the nore hostil e approach it has set for itself, the result can
only benefit one party.

( END)



	A new form of colonialism (NST 14/04/2000)

