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Apec 2000 in Brunei a success

Ashraf Abdul | ah

THE progress may have been at a snail's pace but surely when the curtains
cane down at the end of the Asia-Pacific Econonic Co-operation sunmit in
Brunei yesterday, some achi everments were m nuted

So much so critics who had denounced this grouping as a nere tal k shop
predicting that it would slip into oblivion in the not-too-distant future,
were made to think again.

The past two Apec neetings - in Kuala Lunmpur and Auckl and - devi ated
fromthe forum s original objectives when del egates i nsistedthat they
di scuss donestic i ssues in sone nenber countries.

In the 1998 Apec neeting in Kuala Lunpur, the trial of Datuk Seri Anwar
| br ahi m becane an i ssue.

I n Auckl and | ast year, alleged atrocities by | ndonesian authorities in
East Ti nor and t he ensui ng referendumwere dragged in

These i ssues gave credence to the criticisns | evell ed at Apec. However,
things were different at the neeting in Brunei, which took over the
rotating chairmanship for this year

The npst notabl e anbng themis the decision by the | eaders to accept a
Mal aysi an proposal that an agenda be fornul ated next year for a newWrld
Trade Organi sation round of nultilateral trade negotiations before
| aunchi ng the talks.

Al 't hough there were nmany |ike-m nded countries, Ml aysia was the nopst
vocal , appearing al nost the odd one out.

In the Leaders' Declaration issued at the end of the two-day summt,

t hey agreed that a bal anced and sufficiently broad-based agenda that
responded to the interests and concerns of all WO nenbers be formul at ed
and finalised in 2001 with the viewof launching the talks in the sane
year.

Mal aysi a pushed for an agenda to be in place before actual tal ks were
| aunched, fearing that the newround would nmeet with premature death if
countries began draggi ng ot her issues into the negotiations.

The WO M ni sterial Meeting | ast year broke down as there was no agenda
and devel oped countries tried to force their own agenda on others. But the
devel opi ng countries put up a form dable front.

The poorer countries did not want to see a repeat of the Uruguay Round,
wher e t hey had hastily nmade several conmitnents including drastic tariff
reductions, only to realise later that it was not to their benefit.

Speaking to reporters at the end of the summt, Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d Mal aysi a had gi ven a condi ti onal agreenent
to the | aunchi ng of a new round next year but nmade it clear that it nust
be preceded by an agenda acceptable to all

The | eaders al so announced new strategies to i nprove the livelihood of
the communities in the Pacific Rim

They agreed to devel op a policy framework whi ch woul d enabl e t he urban,
provincial and rural conmunities in every country to have individual or
communi ty-based access to i nformati on and services offered via the
I nternet by 2010.

As a first step towards this goal, Apec nenbers aimto triple the nunber
of people within the region with access to the Internet by 2005

This is the first tinme I T i ssues had been put on the agenda and
conmi tnents of | eaders on these i ssues were reflected in the declaration.

Al t hough there were many successes of the Apec 2000 i n Brunei, the issue



of escalating oil prices remained unresol ved.

Because of deep divisions within the ranks of the econonic forumwhich
consi sted both oil exporter and consuner nations, the i ssue was kept out
of the Leaders' Declaration.

It seenms the matter is best dealt with by Qpec (Organi sation of
Pet rol eum Exporting Countries), not Apec.

The point is ,however, the Apec neeting in Brunei achi eved nore than
what was achi eved i n Kual a Lunpur and Auckl and. At |east in Brunei, the
smal | est anmong the 21 nmenber countries, the forumstuck to econom cs.

"It was well arranged and we had enough time to di scuss i ssues of common
concern. Everything went on snoothly,” Dr Mahathir said.

Del egat es and nenbers of the nedia | eaving the capital city of Bandar
Seri Begawan gave the thunbs up to the excell ent organisation of the Apec
nmeeti ng, the biggest conference held so far in Brunei.
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