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BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Nov 14 (Bernanm) -- APEC | eaders were told today
that capacity building initiatives are central to the survival of the forum
as they build up economies, otherwise it runs the risk of becom ng
irrel evant.

One of these initiatives is the Ml aysi an-proposed Partnership for
Equi table G owth (PEG, which has been advocating capacity building through
t he concept of Econom ¢ and Techni cal Cooperati on (ECOTECH).

It is ained at bringi ng about sharing of resources among APEC
econom es, in order to pronmote a nore level playing field within APEC, said
PEG chi ef executive officer, Dr Shafiqg Sit Abdull ah.

"Capacity building is central to the survival of APEC, as the | eaders,
m ni sters and del egates at Brunei find APEC running the risk of being
irrelevant," he said in a statenment issued at the eve of the Econonic
Leaders Meeting here.

He said the capacity building objectives are clearly outlined in the
Smart Partnership concept first espoused by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmed, who is al so the founding patron of PEG

Dr Mahathir was previously quoted as saying that "Nations, conpanies
and i ndividuals should strive for a win-win situation, for partnerships
benefitting both instead of one at the expense of the others. By adopting
t he phil osophy, individuals, conpanies and nations would be nore
pr osperous. "

Since its April 1999 incorporation, PEG has achi eved significant
progress inits inital three flagship projects conprising, an APEC- wi de
I nformati on Technol ogy Education Initiative, Apprenticeship Wrk Programre
for Small and Medi um Scal e Enterprises and Cl ean Energy Initiatives.

On the first initiative, with the support of Oracle, Ingenuity
M crosystens, United Parcel Sevice and Hew ett-Packard, the PEG has hel ped
i mpl ement RVR6 million worth of software and hardware projects in Ml aysia,
Thai | and and | ndonesi a.

He said that work too has commenced on linking up schools in Thail and
and Indonesia with Chile with plans to extend to two ot her APEC economi es.
As for the second initiative, the PEG working with General Motors,
| aunched the technical exchange programin Seoul whereby industry experts
fromthe Anerican notor conpany will work with SMES to inprove operating

efficiencies, product and manufacturing design and quality control and
neasur ement s.

The next phase will include Thailand, Ml aysia and China.

The PEG is also working with Malaysia's Small and Medi um Scal e
Devel opnent Corporation (SM DEC) al ongsi de 200 regi stered SMEs to co- host
and participate in a major regional SVE d obal Suppliers Programand the
obj ectives of this program has been communi cated to 1000 SMEs/ conpani es in
t he region.

As for the third initiative, he said said underpinning the clean energy
agenda is the Asian Gas Gid (AGE project which was initiated in 1998 and
APEC nenbers supported the concept of a nmjor pipeline |linking gas resource
rich econonmies in Southeast Asia to the major demand centres in northeast
Asi a.

The AGG is essentially a network of gas pipelines linking existing and
proposed gas networks (as proposed under the Trans Asean Gas Gid) in
| ndonesi a, Mal aysia and Thail and with naj or demand centres in China and



nort heast Asi a.

The AGG project is based on comercialising the discovered yet
undevel oped gas resources in the Natuna Alpha Dfield with delivery of
processed gas through a | arge gas pipeline with six interconnecting
sections.

"Since the poposal was accepted by APEC, the PEG has nade significant
progress on the APEC/ Asian Gas Gid as an initiative which will help build
capacity in the formof an infrastructure support systemwhich will deliver
cl ean energy and reduce the cost of entry for the | esser devel oped APEC
economes into the global village", Shafiq said. -- BERNAMVA
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