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APEC LEADERS IN SHOW COF UNI TY

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- The APEC | eaders who began
their retreat at the Jerudong Park Pol o Cl ub near here, took a 300-netre
wal k through the driveway of the club for their |lunch break wearing their
royal “gift' shirt.

Anmong the group to energe fromthe clubhouse were Brunei's Sultan
Hassanal Bol ki ah, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Russi an
President Vladimr Putin.

They were followed by the chief executive of Hong Kong, Tung Chee Hwa
Si ngapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong, Canadi an Foreign M nister John
Manl ey, New Zeal and Prinme M nister Helen O ark, Chinese President Jiang
Zem n and | ndonesi an Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahi d.

Presi dent Joseph Estrada of the Philippines was on a golf buggy which
took himto the entrance of the road | eading to the Royal Brunei Golf and
Country Club, the venue for their |unch

US President Bill dinton and the rest of the | eaders foll owed except
Thai Prinme M nister Chuan Leekpai and President of Peru, Al berto Kenyo
Fujinori, who were anong the |ast out of the polo club house as they were
involved in a bilateral talk.

In an apparent show of unity, the |l eaders with their tailor-made | ong
sl eeves silk shirts in royal blue with contrasting insets and cuffs woven
with gol den thread, were all smiles when they faced the press
phot ogr aphers.

The shirts, made as special gift fromthe Sultan, were designed on
i nstructions of the Sultan, canme fromthe Royal Waving Centre, close to
t he Jerudong Park

The design is slightly different for each | eader with the APEC2000 | ogo
hi ghli ghted in gol d.

Hel en d ark, the only woman anong the | eaders, wore a jacket of simlar
desi gn.

According to APEC press, Brunei's Sultan Hassanal Bol kiah in
i ntroducing the topic at the beginning of the cl osed door neeting held
under tight security, had hoped that APEC would try to ensure that everyone
in the region stood to benefit from gl obalisation

APEC recogni ses that people are nost val uabl e asset. Adequate
investnent in training and educati on woul d prepare themfor any change and
hel p them maxi m se their potential to take advantage of the benefits fully
fromgl obal i sati on.

The Sultan al so stressed the need for APEC to explain to the people of
the Asia-Pacific region on all neasures and inplenentati on of APEC to avoid
negati ve perception of globalisation. -- BERNAMVA
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