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By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Nov 12 (Bernama) -- Apec Mnisters began their
meeting at the International Convention Centre here today with tal ks
expected to centre on issues of globalisation.

The neeting, anong other things, will follow up on instructions given
to officials last year to further advance work on trade and i nvest nent
i beralization and facilitation and econonic and techni cal cooperation
(Ecot ech).

They incl ude inproving individual action plans (1APs) to be nore
busi ness-friendly as well as inproving collective action plans (CAPs) which
i ncl ude exploring neans to reduce non-tariff neasures, custom procedures,
and facilitation of novenent of business.

It would al so delve into i ssues on how econom es could reap greater
benefits fromthe devel opnent of informati on and comruni cati on technol ogy
(ICT), and efforts on human resource devel oprent.

The M nisters will al so exchange views on Apec's contribution to the
multilateral trading systemand the proliferation of regional trading
arrangenents (RTAs) and discuss the inpact of higher oil prices on Apec
econom es.

Mal aysia is represented at the neeting by International Trade and
I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Raf i dah said in Kuala Lunpur |ast Friday that Mal aysia woul d propose
t he devel opnent of a network of skills devel opnment centres for Apec
econom es at the Apec neetings here.

The Apec neetings kicked off last Friday with the senior officials
meeting. The Mnisterial Meeting which ends tomorrow will be foll owed by
the Apec Leaders Summit on Nov 15-16

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is due to arrive here on
Tuesday for the sunmit. -- BERNANA
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