21 NOV 2000
LI D- LESOTHO
ITTS K FOR M SI A TO CHAMPI ON AFRI CANS' | NTERESTS

LANGKAW , Nov 21 (Bernamm) -- Lesotho Prinme M nister Pakalitha Bethue
Mosi sili today said he saw no harmin Malaysia' s initiative in chanpi oning
the interests of African countries through the spirit of Smart Partnership.

"What's wong with that?" he said when asked on the matter after paying
a courtesy call on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on the
sidelines of the Langkawi International D al ogue 2000 (LI D 2000) here.

Some Western media reports had insinuated that Ml aysia was patroni sing
African countries inits efforts to chanpion their interests.

Mosisili said everything good for Mal aysia was al so good for Africa as
the country was "in the sane sphere of devel opnent with us."

"Surely it (Malaysia) is in a better position to cooperate with us and
show us the way, so to speak," he said in reference to Malaysia's
"adm rabl e devel opnent . "

On his neeting with Dr Mahathir, Msisili said they exchanged vi ews on
a nunber of issues and how the participants could nove the snart
partnershi p novement forward and how it coul d be nore focused and
result-oriented

Bot h | eaders al so di scussed how Mal aysi a and Lesot ho coul d cooperate
for mutual benefit.

Mosi sili said he also urged Dr Mahathir to encourage Ml aysi an
i nvestors to consider Lesotho as one of their investment destinations.

Sone of the areas that could be of interest to themwere information
and comuni cati on technol ogy, education, and infrastructure devel opnent, he
added.

Mal aysi an conpani es coul d al so hel p produce a national identity card
for Lesotho's popul ation, he said.

Mosisili was fascinated with Mal aysia's General Milti-Purpose Card
proj ect which was showcased at LI D 2000, saying it inspired himto
i ntroduce a national identity card systemin Lesot ho.

Mosisili said, "In fact we have a (Ml aysi an) del egation coming to
Lesot ho early next year."

Mal aysi a and Lesotho were al so negotiating an agreenent that would form
the basis of various types of cooperation, he added. -- BERNANVA
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