03/ 08/ 2000

Appeal s by Anwar and Suknma di smi ssed

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Federal Court today di sm ssed appeal s by Dat uk
Seri Anwar | brahi mand hi s adopted brot her Sukma Dar mawan Sasmi t aat Madj a
agai nst the non-calling of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
as a defence witness in their sodomy trial.

Chi ef Justice Tun Mohd Eusoff Chin, the Chief Judge of Mal aya Tan Sri
Wan Adnan Wan | snmai | and Federal Court judge Datuk Abdul Mal ek Ahnad made
the decision after Anwar said he did not wish to proceed with his appeal
for fear of partiality on the part of Mohd Eusoff.

The court al so dism ssed Sukna's appeal after his counsel Gobind Si ngh
Deo said his client al so adopted Anwar's stand.

Mohd Eusoff said the court had no choice but to dismss the appeal s
since Anwar and Suknma di d not wish to proceed.

He said Anwar and Sukma were free to raise the i ssue of the non-calling
of Dr Mahathir in the event of a conviction in the sodony case.

(Judgrment in that case has been tentatively fixed for Friday.)

Anwar, who represented hinsel f after discharging his | awers yest erday,
said he had no confidence in the Chief Justice in viewof his (Mhd
Eusoff's) relationship with the Prine M nister.

(Anwar di scharged his counsel following a court order that he did so
bef ore addressing the court personally.)

"I amnot w thdrawi ng the appeal, but | amnot participating inthe
proceedi ngs since | have no confidence in Your Lordship, Tun," he said.

Yest erday, the court had dismi ssed Anwar's application to disqualify
Mohd Eusof f.

At today's proceedi ngs, Mohd Eusoff said Anwar coul d re-appoint his
counsel since the appeal involved questions of |aw

Anwar thanked the court and said that he did not wish to proceed in view
of the circumnstances.

The Hi gh Court hearing Anwar's sodony case had cancel | ed a subpoena
obt ai ned by the defence to call Dr Mahathir as its w tness.

The deci sion was | ater upheld by the Court of Appeal which struck out
Anwar's appeal without going intoits nerits.

Anwar, 53, and Sukma, 39, are jointly charged with sodom sing former
driver Azizan Abu Bakar between January and March 1993.

( END)
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