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Appoi nt nent of new Sel angor MB a matter of great urgency

Ahrmad A Talib

ISit true that nothing noved in Sel angor in the | ast fewdays? Wth the
State hosting this year's Merdeka Day cel ebrati ons, and Shah Al amabout to
be inaugurated as a city on Sept 10, the State nust have a chief executive
of ficer soon. Very soon in fact.

The word anmong busi nessnmen and civil servants in Selangor is that
everyone i s waiting for the new Menteri Besar. The Menteri Besar hol ds the
key to nmany operations.

As for the daily State adm nistration, the State Secretary i s nowthe
tenporary point of reference. But eventhis is confinedtoroutine natters
only.

The key word here is "tenporary". For a State |ike Sel angor (or for that
matter all States) which enjoys a growh rate of 13.8 per cent,
"tenporary" decision makers are not nuch of a big help.

The "t enporary" deci sion nmakers too realise that they are just filling
inthe gap, and therefore their authorities are limted.

They are not about to nake deci sions which require political
consi derations, and t hus overstep their boundari es.

Apart fromthe routine file-pushing and maki ng deci si ons based on
est abl i shed st andard operating procedures, the tenporary bosses will put
on hol d deci sions considered as najor.

Approval for investnments and maj or undert aki ngs require the personal
attention of the Menteri Besar and this will have to wait until the
appoi ntnent i s nmade official.

Former Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan QOmar, who vacated his office
on Aug 11, citing "personal and health reasons” may have reconmended a few
nanes to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, who will go
through the list carefully before picking one.

Appoi nting a replacenent in mdstreamis not always easy, unlike after a
general election. Abu Hassan, the i ncunbent when the ruling coalition went
to the polls in Novenber | ast year, was picked wi t hout nmuch of a hassle.

But at this point in tinme, picking his successor calls for sone very
caref ul thinking.

Whi | e t he Sel angor Unmo Li ai son Conmittee has submitted the names of 11
serving Assenbl ynen to the Prinme M nister | ast week, he is free to choose
fromthe list, or anyone el se whomhe thinks is fit to do the job.

After all, the Prine Mnister has the sole prerogative of picking the
candi dat e.

I'n picking the candidate, the Prime Mnister will give serious
consi deration to several factors. Sel angor has this dubi ous track record
of having had three Menteris Besar | eaving office in controversi al
f ashi on.

O her than Abu Hassan, the other two were Datuk Harun Idris in 1976 and
Tan Sri Muhammad Muhanmad Taib in 1997.

Agai nst this background, the candi date has to be sonmeone who can stay
clear of controversy, and has the skills to steer hinself from being
caught inasimlar situation. Selangor does not need any nore controversy
and the ruling coalition must get down to sone serious work i nmedi ately.

The rel ati onship with the royal househol d i s another factor. Picking
sormeone with very close links with the | stana may not be desirabl e, but
t he chosen candidate will still have to devel op a good rapport
nonet hel ess.



The Prime M nister may al so | ook to soneone who can provi de sone
continuity in State admi nistration. Here, he may pick one of the 11 nanes
submitted earlier. Having served the State under Abu Hassan, any one of
the 11 has t he experience and exposure to do the job, but Dr Mhathir may
have ot her considerations.

He needs someone whomt he ot her Assenbl ymen, particularly fromUmo, can
accept. They may have publicly declared that they will support anyone
chosen by the Prime M nister, but this may be nore of a political m ndgane
t han anyt hing el se.

Decl aring their support openly, and then stabbi ng someone in the back,

i s not unknown anong sone Umo politicians aspiring for high office.
Attend the party annual assenbly and one can see |iving proof of this,
year in, year out.

Hence, Dr Mahathir will have to pick a candi date who can comuand r espect
fromhis peers and is able to nake themfunction effectively. If the
chosen one cannot get this, then he runs the risk of being underm ned by
hi s junior coll eagues.

But there is the next general election to consider, too. Wuld it not be
better to pick soneone young enough, energetic too, who can |l ead the State
to the hustings then? After all, it is estimated that sone three m|lion
voters will be casting their votes for the first time in 2004, and rmany of
t hem are young.

What ever the case, aspirants should be advised not to | obby for the
post. If there's a sure way not to land the job, try | obbying.

Abu Hassan, word has it, was not nesra rakyat (friendly). Hence, when he
was caught in atight spot, he could not find enough "friends" for support
and to stand by him The new Menteri Besar, whoever he nay be, nust nake
this his | esson nunmber one.
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