31/ 05/ 2000

Appoi ntments to suprene counci

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Three Wanita representatives are expected to be
appointed to the Umo supreme council, the party newsl etter Merdeka said
inits |atest edition.

It also said not all mnisters, deputy mnisters, Menteris Besar and the
one Chief Mnister who lost in the party el ection about two weeks ago
coul d expect to be appointed autonatically.

Quoting sources, it said party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
was expected to announce the 10 new appoi ntnents on June 6 at the first
suprene council nmeeting to be held after the party el ection.

Dr Mahathir could al so announce the appointnments for the posts of State
Iiaison chiefs, secretary general, treasurer and information chief for the
next three-year term

The newsletter said Dr Mahathir, who is Barisan Nasional chairnman, night
al so announce the new appoi ntnents at a special BN neeting which woul d be
convened to discuss strategies for the Tel uk Kemang parlianmentary
by-el ecti on.

One of the Wanita | eaders expected to be appointed is former chief Datuk
Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man.

It added that Siti Zaharah's appoi ntnent was inportant to inprove
relati ons between her supporters and those of the new chief, Datuk Seri
Rafi dah Azi z.

Moreover, the newsletter said, Rafidah, who lost in the party el ection
in 1996, was al so subsequently appointed to the suprenme council by the
party president.

In addition, it said Wanita deputy chief Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil and
exco menber Dr Norraesah Mohamad were two ot her nanes bei ng consi dered by
Dr Mahathir.

The newsl etter said both nanmes were proposed by Rafi dah.

Dr Mahathir, it said, had al so commended the Wanita wing for its
contributions when wi nding up the debate on the |ast day of the Umo
annual general assenbly on May 13.

"Even the del egates had asked that representatives fromthe Wanita w ng

be appointed to the council during the debates,” it said.

The newsl etter said senior nenbers who | ost mght not be appointed to
the supreme council if there were already representatives fromtheir
St at es.

This was to give an opportunity to others to be appointed.

"The mnisters and Menteris Besar nust accept the fact that they may
have the right to contest in the party election, but this does not nean
that if they | ose, they have the automatic right to be appointed to the
council ," it said.

When asked to comment on the report yesterday, Dr Mahathir only said:
"W al | ow specul ation."

Dr Mahathir said not all senior officials who | ost woul d be appointed to
the council due to the limted positions.

( END)
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