26 FEB 2000
Mahat hi r
APPROPRI ATE CULTURES AND VALUES CAN DEVELOP A BACKWARD RACE

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 26 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today a backward race can becone devel oped and be able to control the world
if it assim|ates appropriate cultures and val ues.

The prime mnister said that in reality, all races were equally capable
and no race or ethnic group was nore capable than others.

"I'f the values and cultures are not good the race can replace themwth
good ones if its wants to restore progress of the race," he said when
openi ng the Young Mal ay Professionals Congress at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre, here.

He cited the exanmple of how a community from pre-Islamc days had
accepted the noble and good val ues of Islamand energed as a dignified and
civilised race.

Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays were not successful now al though they were
Musl i ms because they did not practise the true Islamc teachings.

"We are brothers but we constantly question the faith of other Mislins.
We are not disciplined and do not keep our pledges. W like to listen to
and believe the slander of people with ulterior notives. Hence, although we
are Muslins, we are not successful, not noble people," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays had only enmerged as a nodern civilised race
42 years ago and were still immture but unfortunately there were already
signs that this young civilisation wuld deteriorate quickly.

He said many people believed that the Ml ays would continue to rule the
country with the protection and efforts made to devel op the race.

"Wth this belief, we return to our old culture, the culture of easily
being satisfied, jostling for power and having ani nosity anong oursel ves.

If this change in culture is not curbed, the nodern civilisation which we
have just built will crunmble,” he said

"In viewthat it is only 40 years old, it'll probably not |eave
anyt hi ng neani ngful behind. The efforts made in four decades of
i ndependence will go to waste," he said.

He said extrem st belief in denmocracy had al ready brought changes to
the values and culture of the Malays with courtesy, respect, discipline and
the spirit of nationalismreplaced by the liberal culture and unrestricted
sel f-freedom of the West.

The prime mnister said that although the struggle for reformshould be
a continuous process, it should be done for the good and any change must be
careful ly assessed before inplenentation

Dr Mahathir al so touched on the econom c status of the Malays and the
efforts of the West to arrange the world econony through what was terned as
t he gl obalisation era.

He said al though the government had introduced the New Econonic Policy,

many bum puteras still could not conpete with the other comunities which
were nore skilled, including in business and industry.
He said the policy to help the bum puteras was still needed and he was

confident that with its continued inplenmentation, the Ml ays woul d
ultimately be able to conpete with the other races without governnent help.
On globalisation, the prine nminister said the concept was created
because the foreign capitalists saw that the devel opnent of
t el econmuni cati on technol ogy coul d be used to nmonopolise all trade
activities worldw de, and through that, politics.

Dr Mahathir said terns |ike free market, borderless world and | eve



playing field need not be rejected just because they were coined by races
whi ch had col oni sed the country.

However, these concepts must be understood in the context that
Mal aysia, as a fragile devel oping nation, had glaring disparity in
devel opnent anong the races and was still unable to conpete in nost fields
and industries.

"Surely, if we accept equal treatnent for all parties, whether from
within or outside the country, as advocated by them we cannot
differentiate between treatnment anong the races as provided for by the NEP
(New Economic Policy)...are we confident of our ability w thout any
protection froma government which synpathises with us,"” he said.

Duri ng question-and-answer tinme with about 1,200 congress participants,
Dr Mahathir said success in whatever field, including business, could only
be achieved if the Mal ays nerged knowl edge with assinilation of appropriate
culture.

He said they nmust also build up lasting credibility in their chosen
field and this included keeping pronises, settling | oans and bei ng sincere
i n daily business.

"W want our race to inculcate a culture of service before paynment so
that we will not be obliged to anyone," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this principle of not seeking favours would enabl e
Mal aysia to criticise other parties or countries that if felt had done
somet hi ng w ong.

The Mal ay community mnust al so discard the get-rich-quick culture
including the "Ali Baba" practice, he added.

The two-day congress with the theme, "Malay professionalismin facing
t he Chal | enges of K-Ekonom " is organised by the Mara Juni or Science
Col l ege Al umi .
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