11/ 07/ 2000
“Al-Ma'unah are terrorists' (HL)

Shanmsul Akmar; Abdul Razak Ahmad

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
war ned any group agai nst justifying the actions of the Al -M'unah group
whom he described as "terrorists" out to topple the Governnent.

"At this time, the people are condemning the actions of the Al -M'unah
group, but | believe that not long fromnow, there will be attenmpts to
justify their actions,” said Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, after
chairing a special neeting of the party's suprene council to discuss the
recent arns heist.

The neeting, conducted one week earlier than schedul ed, was held at his
resi dence here today.

Dr Mahathir singled out Pas as a group which he said would go "all out”
to defend the actions of the terrorists.

Citing the 1985 Menali incident in Baling, Kedah as an exanple, Dr
Mahat hir said Pas, in defending the group of religious fanatics had
justified the murder of four policenen killed in the operation.

"This will be the opinion voiced by groups whomwe know synpat hise with
t hese peopl e because they have the sane objective - fighting supposedly
for the establishnment of an Islanmc State," he added.

The Prime Mnister said many peopl e woul d be swayed by such an opini on
and hoped that there would be no Friday sernons (khutbah) or religious
| ectures ainmed at justifying the actions of the Al -M' unah.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent was worried that people woul d synpathi se
with the actions of the terrorists if it did not explain the real notive
of the group, which he described as belonging to the "lunatic fringe".

Asked about a letter, which appeared in the Internet Wbsite of an
Qpposition party, blamng the incident on Umo's own failures, Dr Mahathir
said it was because Pas knew that sone of the Al -M' unah | eaders were
menbers in the Badan Anali Pas.

He anticipated that Pas would try to whitewash the crimnal actions of
the terrorists.

Pas, said Dr Mahathir, would say that they were not wong, arguing that
their actions, though "unw se", were borne out of frustation towards the
Governnent for not being “Islanic', not inplenenting the hudud (Islamc
penal code) and for condoning the sale of al coholic beverages.

Dr Mahathir said the people should realise that the incident was a
crimnal act which involved torture and nmurder and had nothing to do with
fighting for an Islamc State.

In fact, he added, the group had given Islama bad nane.

He pointed out that Umo's struggles for the religion was by hel ping
Muslins to acquire know edge in all fields of endeavour to achieve
success.

Dr Mahathir said the incident was caused by a proliferation of groups
spreadi ng hatred towards the Governnent.

He said hatred agai nst the Governnent had been di splayed in varying
degr ees.

"There are those who just hate (the Governnent) but don't do anyt hing.
Then, there are those who hate and don't vote for the Governnent.

"But at the extrene, they reach a | evel where they are willing to nurder
because of hatred.

"This is the danger of the politics of hatred," added Dr Mahathir.

He said Umo displayed no hatred towards any party but only on actions



forbi dden by |Islamsuch as the slandering, spreading |lies and
m sinterpreting the religion.

As such he said the party woul d conduct progranmes to expl ai n what
real |y happened and the party's approach in striving for Islam

Dr Mahathir instructed all party divisions to conduct a thanksgiving
ceremony (mgjlis kesyukuran) that the incident was resol ved qui ckly and
also in gratitude to the arny and police.

He expressed Umo's and the Governnent's condol ence to the famlies of
those killed, adding that a Wite Paper may be prepared of the incident.

On the notive of the Al-Ma' unah's group, Dr Mahathir revealed that it
was to topple the Governnent.

"In their first radi o communication they demanded that the Prine
M nister and all his kulis (coolies) step down.

"That neans they want the Prinme Mnister and the whol e Cabinet to
resign," he said, adding that a study woul d be conducted on the practice
of the Al -M' unah on whether it nerited to be banned or otherwi se.

He said the Government would al so ensure that all deviationist groups be
dealt with in a reasonabl e manner

On the possibility that the group was prepared to assassi nate CGover nnent
| eaders in pursuit of their cause, he said based on their willingness to
murder and torture hostages, it was not far-fetched.

Dr Mahathir said there were two aspects which the authorities had
sl ackened in dealing with the terrorrists.

"One was for not taking action when the group was first detected
conducting " exercises', taking for granted that they were just a group of
silat practitioners."

The second aspect, he added, was that despite the arnmy's nove to tighten
security onits arnoury, it did not anticipate that sonme people would
masquer ade as senior arny officers to conduct arms inspections.

Asked how the nurder of the two non-Mislimhostages woul d af fect raci al
sentiments in the country, Dr Mahathir said:

"This Governnent and Umo will not support any such discrimnation, any
such action taken agai nst any people sinply because of differences in
religion.”

He warned any group agai nst attenpting such actions.

"Anybody tries, I'mafraid they m ght get sonething that they will never
forget."

( END)
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