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"Armyoursel f with know edge'

Ashraf Abdul | ah; M Sabhi bul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Prime M nister today urged Miusli myouths to
acquire enough skills to help fell ow Miuslinms worl dwi de as nodern forns of
oppression could only be fought with a strong religious faith, know edge
i n econony and technol ogy.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said Muslins could only carry out their
religious obligations of defending fell owMuslins agai nst oppressors if
t hey had mastered skills and know edge in all areas.

He expressed regret that there were some religious schol ars who
denounced as secul ar those who pursued know edge and skills in areas ot her
than religion, thus confusing Mislins.

"Muslins during the days of the Prophet could fight and win wars because
they mastered the skills of handling war horses, coul d nake swords, and
bows and arrows. But today, can we defend fell ow Muslins with war horses,
bows and arrows?"

The Prine M nister said the yout hs nmust understand the future chal |l enges
to I'sl amwhich woul d be greater than what had been faced so far.

He said Muslins shoul d not bask in past glory and hold a | opsi ded vi ew
of the religion w thout using the capacity to think and i nprove their
know edge.

He was speaking at the National MiuslimYouth Intellectual D scourse
organi sed by the I nternational Islamc University Malaysia's Political
Sci ence Students' Forumat the university's main canpus i n Gonbak.

He sai d besi des acquiri ng deep know edge of Islam Mislins shoul d al so
master worldly skills.

"They have to acquire skills in nucl ear science, physics, chem stry, etc
to buildtanks, fighter jets, mssiles and warships,” he tol d t he packed
audi torium

Simlarly, he said nodern technol ogi es enabl ed the unscrupul ous to
destroy econom es sinply by deval ui ng currenci es.

Dr Mahathir said it would be a sinif Miuslins did not help fellow
Musl i ms across borders and boundari es.

He sai d fardhu ki fayah (obligations to the comrunity) was as i nportant
as fardhu ain (individual religious obligations).

"But if Muslins somewhere are being oppressed or killed and if no one
does anyt hing about it, aren't we comm ting a sin?"

Dr Mahat hir sai d the deci sion by the Mal aysi an Governnent to send its
armed forces to Bosnia to stop the slaughter of Muslins by the Serbs, was
a religious duty.

"Simlarly, our efforts to develop the country, and bring wealth and
education to the people are religious obligations."

Dr Mahathir told Muslimyouths not to be confused by the different
i nterpretations of |slamadvanced by t he vari ous schol ars, each cl ai m ng
to be superior over the rest.

"CGod has endowed us with the faculty of thinking. Not to think is |ike
throwing away a gift which is the nost valuable gift to humanity."

Humans bei ng the apex of God's creation should be able to think and
deci de what is acceptable and what is not.

"When we refuse to think, we reduce oursel ves to sonething | ess than
ani mal s. "

Dr Mahathir said due to different interpretations of Islam Mislins
should be willing to discuss openly all matters pertainingto religion.



There are sonme Muslins who are influenced by those who cl ai mt hensel ves
to be Islanmic | eaders just because they could interpret the Quran.

"Muslins who are influenced by the so-called | eaders woul d do anyt hi ng
what the | eaders tell themto do and this could further divide the Muslim
unmah. "

Dr Mahathir said many Muslinms were blinded by so-called | eaders who
forced theminto accepting their interpretations, including going to the
extrene of killing Muslins they clainmed were kafir (infidels).

These Muslinms, who were obsessed by the so call ed | eaders, woul d not
seek and go agai nst the real eneny of Islambut instead attacked ot her
Musl i ms whomt hey considered as infidels, he said.
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