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“Arns heist poses a threat to all

Hanmi dah Atan

MALACCA, Sat. - The recent arns heist staged by the A -M unah cult in
Sauk, Perak, poses a threat not only to Umo and the Mal ays but also to
ot her Barisan Nasional parties and the non- Ml ays.

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , who i s al so Unmo
deputy president, said the non-Ml ays and component parties shoul d not
regard the threat as "Umo's or the Ml ays' problent.

"It is athreat to all of us, Ml ays and non- Ml ays al i ke.

"The BN views the incident seriously as it endangers the systemwe have
been uphol ding all these years," he said.

"Such a threat can not only strain or affect the good ties anong t he
various races in the country, but can also lead to instability and chaos."
Abdul | ah added that racial clashes or conflicts nust be avoi ded at all

costs if the country was to remai n stabl e and devel oped.

"We nust be free of all forns of threat and defend the present system
and the BN forml a.

"The BN formul a has contributed to the many success stories and progress
of the country and its people," he sai d when addressi ng sone 500 State
Umo and Bari san Nasional party | eaders at the State's Umo headquarters
in Jalan Hang Tuah today.

Abdul | ah, who was on a one-day working visit to Mal acca, earlier opened
t he tenporary Mal acca I nternational Trade Centre

He said the BN parties nust continue to foster good rel ati onship and co-
operation with one another in order for the ruling coalition and
Government to remai n strong and stabl e.

"It is the responsibility of all parties in the BN to work hand-in-hand
with each other to get rid of the hatred which is being instilled agai nst
t he Governnent by certain quarters.

"We must understand this and we nust continue to co-operate (wth each
ot her) in overcom ng what ever obstacl es and chal | enges t hat cone our way."

On a report that the International Mnetary Fund had commended
Mal aysi a' s econoni ¢ recovery policies, Abdullah said: "The truth has
finally prevail ed.

“"(Prime Mnister Datuk Seri) Dr Mahathir (Mhanmad) and the rest of the
Cabi net nenbers al ways bel i eve the controls woul d work for the peopl e and
our econony, and they did.

"W will continue to nonitor the neasures taken to overcone what ever
problemthat rmay crop up before it gets out of hand. This has contri buted
to faster economc growth.”

The International Mnetary Fund, inits report, had stated that it
shoul d now be accepted as a matter of fact that Mal aysia's sel ective
capital control neasures "are not so bad" and that the country's own
net hod of econonmic recovery is one of the | essons | earnt by the | M.

In the report rel eased i n Washi ngt on on Thursday, its executive
directors noted that the i nproved econom ¢ performance has boosted
confidence and i nproved Mal aysi a' s banki ng and cor por at e bal ance sheets.
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