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Arts alive in Langkawi

Qoi Kok Chuen
LANGKAW wi Il reverberate to the rhythns of worl d beat and col ours |ike
never before in the Langkawi International Festival of Arts (Lifa), the
cultural festival standard of the newm Il ennium

After the wel comng dinner on Day 1 on Cct 26, it will be an
ef fervescent cel ebration of nusic, dance, art and poetry fromsone of the
best acts in the country and al so worl d-class virtuosos fromAsia, Europe
and Cceani a.

Al ready, expectations are high with the nmuch-vaunted Spani sh fl amenco
tandem of baref oot dancer La Chunga and her guitarist Paco Prada com ng.

There will be many ole, for sure, at Tanjung Rhu, where she will be
strutting her sultry stuff, on Nov 1-3.

You coul d al nost hear the castenets and cante (song) of the Andal uci an
dance al ready.

That's not all.

Mask dance fromBali; Vietnam s renowned Thang Long Water Puppet
Theatre; the Cebu Yout h Synphony O chestra Wodw nd Quintet of the
Phili ppi nes; jazz duo of Thijs van Leer and M ke del Ferro from Hol | and;
Ingrid Sal pianorecital fromthe Philippines; Andrea Gimnelli onflute
with Luigi Vinelli on guitar fromltaly.

Qur own Ai da Redza and Dancers and traditional musician Ku Ahnmad Ku
Must af a; Lewi s Pragasamand Friends, not to nention the KL Synphony
O chestra (string quartet).

The events will be held all over Langkawi . For instance, the Water

Puppet perfornmance will be at Sheraton Perdana; Grimlli and Vinelli at
Barn Thai; the Balinese dance at Langkawi Fair, the Lada open theatre,
Pel ang and Lanaii; and Van | eer and del Ferro at Andanan.

Al so the National Poet Convention by Gapena will be held there at the
same time, on Cct 20-Nov 4, at the Langkawi Convention Centre, where the
crene de la creme will wax |yrical about anything under the noon.

The finale will be the official opening of the Ibrahi mHussein Museum
and Cul tural Foundation by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbohamad,
who ei ght years ago | aunched the nuseum proj ect .

And at night, it's carnival tinme on the beach at Tanjung Rhu with
activities hel med by the real absolute pros fromd ub Mediterranee.

Lifa is organi sed by the | HMCF (I brahi mHussei n Museumand Cul t ur al
Foundation) in collaboration with the Rone-based Caschi Bi anchi Europa
Foundati on (White Hel mets Europe Foundation).

It is supported by the Kedah State Governnent, the Langkawi Devel oprent
Aut hority (Lada) and Mal aysia Airlines.

The nmuseumin-the-rainforest envisaged by arti st Datuk | brahi mHussein
on one of the nost sal ubrious pieces of littoral land in northwestern
Langkawi hol ds a maj or collection of the artist's works and will al so
showcase donations fromsone of his lunmnary artist friends all over the
wor | d.

As the de facto director/inpresario of this festival, Ib, as he is
better known, has invited outstandi ng young | ocal artists, to expose them
to works and artists of international repute.

The list includes nultinedia arti st Hasnul Janal Sai don; installation
artist Susyilawati Sul ai man (Maj or Awardee, Young Contenporary Artists
Conpetition); Kungyu Liew(triple Mnor Awardee, YCA); installationartist
Chuah Chong Yong (M nor Awardee, YCA); printnaker par excell ence Juhari



Sai d: Mat ahatis Ahmad Fuad Osnan, one of the recent winners in the Philip
Morris Asean Art Awards - Mal aysi a; wood scul ptor Fai zal Ranli and painter
Wwong Chee Meng.
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