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Arts reunion with a difference

Ooi Kok Chuen

THERE is a tangy air of deja vu anong sone artists in the Langkaw
International Festival of Arts with events spread out all over the fabl ed
i sl and.

For them it is a reunion of sorts, but with a difference, fromthe
original get-together inthe first and second Asian Arts Festi val
organi sed at Club Mediterranee's outlets in Nusa Dua, Bali, and in
Cherating in Kuantan.

That was way back in 1987 and 1988, respectively, and the comon
denom nat or was | brahi mHussei n, whose nmuseumcul tural foundation under
hi s own nane i s hosting and organi sing this newmllenni umLangkawi nega
arts celebration fromQct 26 cul minating in the nuseum s of ficial [aunch
by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on Nov 4.

India's Shri Shail Choyal and I ndonesia's Made Wanta, fromthe "Cl ass
of 87", are back to share their experience and consi derabl e progress in
the intervening years

Shai |, whose works are inspired by Indian mniatures, still believes in
t he supremacy of the canvas, despite having had his dalliance with
i nstal |l ations using greater space and | ess conventi onal art-nedia.

W anta, who | ast dabbled with calligraphic strokes at the tine of the
'87 fest, though on a nmock nmonunental scal e, has gone headl ong i nto mi xed
medi a and installations.

The 51-year-ol d has since Nusa Dua becone a Balinese art icon in his own
right.

Barely three days at Ib's sal ubri ous nuseumenvirons, and he al ready has
come up with his game plan, christening it "The Sound of Stone", and he
will be performng around it on Tuesday.

"As | sat foot on Langkawi, one of the first things | noticed were the
maj estic rock hills standing tall on this island, and surrounded by the
beautiful green | andscape,” he said, as he |l ed a group of assistants
carryinglogs to hisinstallation site at the pat hway | eadi ng the t he
Cultural Centre on a rocky pronontory.

"I saw rocks on the beachfront, with barely a few netres of white sand
vi si bl e. "Because of the dom nance of solid rocks, ny creationis to draw
out, and nove the sound energy in the Langkawi rocks."

Fromthe 1988 Cub Med festival, there are the flanboyant Thawan
Duchanee; his nmore taciturn fell ow Thai, Thavorn Koudonvit, but whose
(installation) works are no | ess evocative; |ndian scul ptor Ranesh Bi sht;
and Mal aysi a's own Kungyu Liew, aninstallation artist whose works are
never dictated by media or stylistic posturings as is the case of nost
artists.

Such is the nature of Kungyu's works that one tends to think that this
rare triple Mnor Award wi nner of the Young Contenporary Artists (YCA) in
1988-90, has faded into obscurity since then.

| ndeed, Kungyu has gone i nto fornmal dehyde i n hi s phot ography-based wor ks
even before the British provocateur of nacabre forms, Dami en Hirst, nade
formal dehyde a de rigeur art material

Thawan, a 61l-year-old master artist in his Chiangrai sanctuary in the
north of Thailand, this tine brought his only son, Toy, who had j ust
graduat ed from Si | pakorn

To an old pro |i ke Thawan who has been to nunmerous arts festivals,
several with Ib, such events have gone past an O ynpi an quest of creation



Painting just conmes naturally to himthe nonent he sets brush on canvas.

To him the camaraderie counts, and such events are a chance to catch up
onoldtimes, and to expose his sonto the art fraternity fromvarious
countri es.

He was obvi ously pl eased with having beeninvited by Ib, as Ibrahimis
nmore fondly known, and plans to reciprocate with a simlar arts festival
he is planning at his hone next year.

"I amclose to Ib. "When we net, my son was only nine, and Alia (Ib's
only daughter) was eight.

"I like his (Ib's) sense of humour."

Then he enthused: "Ib is nore than an artist. "He's a man with a heart
and a genius, an artist of an artist."

After setting up the nuseumon the north-western coastal rim of
Langkawi , I b has taken the next big step of his vision of turningit into
a cul tural global village of painters, scul ptors, nusicians, dancers,
desi gners, poets and exponents of other creative disciplines.

Thawan sai d the Langkawi festival istruly nore international withits
expanded cast of creative people in other disciplines, citingthe world-
class, and only, barefoot flamenco dancer La Chunga acconpani ed by an
equal |y ebul lient Paco Prado on the toque (guitar), and Vietnam s world
renowned Thang Long Water Puppet Theatre.

For Thavorn, he has al so noved phenonenal | y since his Ml aysi an debut
at Cherating, orchestrating mninmalist-like installations touching on the
soul with his Bucha (Wrship) series reaffirmng beliefs in core Asian,
and human val ues, against all the Dolly-fied Phenonmenon advances of
geneti c engi neering advanced in the West.

Ranmesh, 55, who had just conpl eted a nonunental scul pture in Changchung
province in China, is opting for drawi ngs i n bl ack acrylics for a change
because of the "short" period of the festival.

H s works, which reveal his fondness of animals, are a comnbi nati on anbng
the deliberate, intuitive and al so the acci dental .

Just barely two days upon arrival, all the artists were diligently
wor ki ng on creations all over the beautiful nuseumprecincts, outside and
i nside, and even inside the secretariat centre.

O the local artists, multinedia stalwart Hasnul Jamal Sai don plans an
installation involving Tongkat Ali and ot her so-called aphrodisiacs to be
scoured fromt he nearby Gunung Maci ncang; Juhari Muhanmad Said i s carving
froma huge woodbl ock sl ab on the deck overl ooki ng the Andanan Sea; Ahnad
Fuad Gsman i s working on an installationwith soiled hotel towels and soap
of antique | abels; and Susyl awati Sul aiman i s "redecorating” a dil api dat ed
ol d shophouse in Kuah with an installation.

At night, the perforners take over with the Balinese mask dance, Vater
Puppet Theatre, our own Al da Redza and Dancer, the Cebu Yout h Synphony
Wodwi nd Quintet, Ingrid Salo pianorecital, flautist Andrea Gi mm nel | i
with Luigi Verrini on guitar (one night only |ast Saturday at Barn Thai),
Thijs van Leer and M ke del Ferro. La Chunga will cone on fromNov 1.

The Langkawi International Arts Festival is organi sed by the | HMCF i n
col l aboration with the Wite Hel nets Europe Foundati on of Rome, and
supported by the Kedah State Governnent and the Langkawi Devel opnent
Aut hority (Lada)
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