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ASEAN LEADERS MEET MORI ON G- 8 MEETI NG

By: Mohd Ghazeny Mahnud

TOKYO, June 9 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today there is a need to give devel oping countries a voice at
the Group of Eight (G8) rich nations' neetings.

"I mentioned the need to give the devel oping countries a voice. You
know, these very exclusive club is fine if what they deci de doesn't affect
ot her peopl e but what they decide, affect us," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was commenti ng on today's neeting of Asean | eaders with
Japanese Prinme M nister Yoshiro Mori at his official residence at the
Nagat a-cho area, here.

The prinme minister said this at the end of a Keio University and
Mai ni chi newspaper interview here. The session was nai nly conducted by
Japan's "M Yen", Prof Dr Eisuke Sakaki bar a.

G 8 |l eaders are expected to neet in Japan in July. The group is nmade up
of Britain, Canada, France, Gernany, Italy, Japan, United States and
Russi a.

The one-hour neeting of Asean | eaders centred on next nonth's Cki nawa
Sunmit of G 8 nations. The last G 8 summit was held in Asia seven years
ago.

Dr Mahat hir sai d devel opi ng nations should be given a chance to explain
its views to the rich nations.

"So give us a voice...we don't want to sit around at the sane table but
if you talk about sonething that has sone effect on us, please give us a
chance to give our views.

"W have suffered a ot in Malaysia. You know our debt went up about
two and a half tinmes because of the Plaza Accord,"” Dr Mahathir said.

He said the intention was to raise the price of Japanese goods but
Mal aysi a' s debt was in Japanese Yen and then she had to buy all the
Japanese goods now at a higher price, and poor countries cannot buy
anynore.

"To sol ve your problens, you create problens for poor countries and |
think that is not right,” the prinme mnister said.

The Asean | eaders at today's hour-long nmeeting with Mori were Laotian
Prime M nister Sisavath Keobounphanh, | ndonesian President Abdurrahnman
Wahi d, Canbodian Prime M nister Hun Sen, Vietnanmese Deputy Prine M nister
Nguyen Manh Cam Thail Prinme M nister Chuan Leekpai, Philippine President
Joseph Estrada, Myanmar's Secretary 1 of the SPDC (military |eader) Lt-GCen
Khi n Nyunt.

Si ngapore was represented by Honme Affairs Mnister Wong Kan Seng whil e
Brunei was represented by Mnister of Planning and Prinmary Resources Abdu
Rahman. Al so present at the neeting was Japanese Foreign M nister Yohe
Kono.

The Asean | eaders were here to attend the funeral cerenony of the late
Prime M nister Keizo Cbuchi held yesterday and al so to partake in the
two-day Ni kkei Shinmbun International Conference on "The Future O Asia"
whi ch ends today. Dr Mahathir arrived in Japan Wdnesday to begin a
week- | ong working visit.

Prime Mnister Mri, during the conference di nner speech | ate
yesterday, said: "In order to see that the perspective of other Asian
countries are reflected in the discussions, we have taken advant age of
every avail abl e opportunity to learn their views."

He said that he wanted the Sumit to deliver a positive nessage with



the hope that the 21st century woul d be an age of greater prosperity,

deeper peace of mind, and greater world stability for all, and that it
woul d be a bright century for Asia as well.
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