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Asean remains intact, says Dr Mahathir

Ahmad A. Talib; Cheah Chor Sooi in London

THE 10- menber Associ ation of South East Asian Nations is still intact
al t hough t he regi onal body may have "been over shadowed"” of | ate by the
Asi a- Paci fi c Econonic Co-operation (Apec), Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d yest er day.

"Each Asean nenber country is al so an Apec nenber, but (w thin Apec),
their stand is not always identical, thus eroding Asean's effectiveness.

"The future of Asean will now depend on how rapidly we recover fromthe
recent (economc) crisis.

"Sone of the (Asean) nenber countries have yet to recover fully," Dr
Mahat hir said in a di al ogue session with participants of the
Mal aysi an-British Partnership for the 21st Century at One Witehall Place
here.

The Prime M nister had earlier presented a keynote address entitled
"Strengthening Gowh and Mutual Prosperity" at the event which was
jointly organi sed by the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute, the
Mal aysi an-British Business Council and Asia House.

He | ater witnessed the exchange of two agreenents between Ml aysi an
firms nd their British partners.

The first was a joint technol ogy col | aborati on agreenent for broadband
and e-conmerce smart services in the Miultinedi a Super Corridor between
M TV Sdn Bhd and Hi tachi Europe Ltd.

Anot her was a | ease agreenent between DHL Worl dwi de Express Ltd and
Quill Properties Sdn Bhd.

Dr Mahat hir al so voi ced Mal aysi a' s preparedness to assist Indonesia to
t he best of the country's ability.

"As a big country, Indonesiais not easy torule, let alone having to
cope with pressures frominsi de and outsi de.

"We still remainin contact to discuss bilateral issues ... Indonesia
will take time to recover,” said Dr Mahathir.

To anot her question if Asean had any intention to emul ate t he European
Uni on' s single currency concept, Dr Mahathir said:

"The idea is way off for us. If thereis any worry, it would be the
currency specul ators who will get their hands on us and i mpoverise the
whol e region. ™

Dr Mahat hir al so wel coned British consultancy firnms to operate in
Mal aysi a, but urged themto find | ocal partners.

"W see | ess need nowto tap the expertise of foreign consultancy firns,
especially in areas where | ocal expertise exists.

"I't is also not the Governnent's policy as we want to check the outfl ow
of our currency, whenever possible."

Later Dr Mahathir visited Harrods.

He al so opened t he Mal aysi an Product Centre where Ml aysi an products are
di spl ayed for pronotional purposes.

In a short speech to mark the opening of the centre, the Prime Mnister
sai d Mal aysi an goods are conpetitively-priced and have a high quality
whi ch meets worl d standards.

He hoped the centre will be a neeting place for Mal aysian and British
busi nessnen to pronote trade and econoni c co-operation

The centre showcases a wi de variety of Ml aysi an goods such as
furniture, wood products, processed food, apparel and textile, plastic and
househol d products and handicraft.



It al so has conference and neeting roomfacilities with an audi o-vi sual
roomfor presentation purposes.

The centre is a two-unit four-story shophouse | ocated of f Sussex Garden
and Edgware Road, about half-a-nmile frombusy Oxford Street.

Antek International Limted, a British-based Ml aysi an conmpany nanages
the centre and assunes the role of atrade representative to participating
Mal aysi an conpani es.

The Prime M nister also witnessed the signing cerenpny between two
Mal aysi an conpani es and two British conpani es for the supply of rubberwood
furniture and decorative |ight bul bs.
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