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“Asean shoul d not preach but help actively

Ei r mal asar e Bani

THE Associ ation of South-East Asian Nations (Asean) should not dictate its
econom ¢ policies to Indonesia but i nstead engage the republic in economc
programres to speed up recovery.

I ndonesi a's recovery will result in economc benefits to the region as
it is Asean's biggest market in terns of popul ati on, Foreign M nister
Dat uk Syed Hanmi d Al bar sai d.

Asean countries should Il end a hand to hel p I ndonesia resolve its
probl ens, he told Business Tinmes in Kual a Lunpur.

"I f Asean countries show confidence by investing in I ndonesia, other
i nvestors would do the sane," he said.

Mal aysi a, he said, is extendi ng Asean's "Prosper Thy Nei ghbour" policy
to I ndonesia through Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's visit
to the republic on March 9.

Bot h Dr Mahat hir and | ndonesi an presi dent Abdurrahman Wahid will hol d
tal ks on econoni c recovery progranmes, and the type of assi stance that
Mal aysi a can offer.

“I think it is a start to confidence-building neasures that they want to
achieve ... they | ook at Mal aysia as a country that they can enul ate, as a
rol e nodel , al though certainthings have to suit their own conditions,"
Syed Hami d sai d.

Dr Mahathir's visit is on the invitation of Abdurrahman.

Syed Hami d sai d Asean can nove forward and concentrate on ot her pressing
matt ers when | ndonesi a succeeds in overconing its internal problens.

"W woul d |i ke our private sector to go back to Indonesia (to invest)
but the country needs to convince investors that the situationin
I ndonesi a i s conduci ve and safe for investnent," he said.

"It does not matter how nmuch natural resources or human resources you
have; if you do not have political stability, investors will still stay
away, " he said.

Meanwhi | e, Syed Hani d al so cal | ed on organi sati ons that have col |l ected
donati ons for East Tinor to coordinate with the mnistry sothat the aid
wi Il go through the proper channels.

"Where it involves noney, | woul d suggest that they coordinate with the
Foreign Mnistry ... if thereis any abuse, it will not be good for the
country and the people organisingit. It will also create a wong
i mpression for the East Tinorese,” he said.

He al so suggested that the organi sations discuss with the mnistry a
certain "nodus operandi” on howthe aid can be sent.

He said the ministry is nowlooking into the various requests nade by
East Tinor | eaders during their visit tothe country recently. Xanana
Gusmao had cal |l ed for Mal aysians to hel p rebuild the forner | ndonesi an
territory.

GQusnmao i s the president of the National Council for Tinorese Resistance
and is tipped to be the first president of East Tinor.
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