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Unct ad- Asean
ASEAN VWAY NMAY BE HI GHLI GHTED AT UNCTAD X

By: Miin Abdul Mjid

BANGKOK, Feb 9 (Bernama) -- Asean may send a nessage to ot her
devel opi ng countries attending the 10th session of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Devel opment (Unctad X) that "it pays to befriend
your nei ghbours politically and econonically".

In an article witten for The Nation newspaper today, Pana Janvi r o]
said that despite differences of opinion anmong Asean nenbers, npst now
derived their growth evenly fromintra-regi onal trade

"Asean has denonstrated the value of its pact, despite the diverseness
of political systems, culture and traditions.

"It has elenents that African, Mddle East or South American nations
can easily copy,"” he said.

Janviroj said the effort would be worthwhile because all kinds of
i ssues that devel oping countries had feared and expressed through previous
Unctad neetings were in many ways dealt with pragmatically and w t hout
i deol ogi cal obsession by Asean.

The i ssues included dependency, technol ogy transfer, self-reliance and
dom nations by transnati onal corporations.

"But the Asean nmenbers must be frank and tell themthat the grouping
coul d have done better had they not at the outset seen each other as
conpetitors but as partners to capitalise on their strengths together," he
sai d.

Janviroj said that if Unctad X was to be neaningful, any grand vision
for the world and stone-throwi ng political rhetoric should be done away
wit h.

"Cet down to the basics of how each menber country can trade with one
anot her," he added. Asean groups Brunei, Canbodia, |ndonesia, Laos,

Mal aysi a, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has indicated that he
woul d attend the UN gathering to highlight the reservations of devel opi ng
countries on the effects of globalisation

Sonme 3,000 del egates from Unctad 190 nmenber countries are expected to
attend the Feb 12-19 rendezvous in the Thai capital where the governnent
has reportedly assigned nore than 6,000 policenen to enforce security at
t he conference and another 1,100 officers entrusted to provide protection
for VIPs.

Meanwhi |l e, Thai Prime M nister Chuan Leekpai said Unctad X had set
itself the goal of arriving at a consensus on devel opnment strategies that
will help to ensure nmutually beneficial and equitable growh for al
countries and all people.

At the flag-hoisting cerenony for Unctad X today, he said to do so, the
conference woul d have to address the concerns being felt in both devel oped
and devel opi ng countries -- be they about the inpact of globalisation
environnent al preservation or the w dening gap between rich and poor
countri es.

In a press briefing delivered at the Unctad headquarters in CGeneva, the
body's secretary-general Rubens R cupero said that the neeting could
advance a "healing process” that would help trade negotiations regain
noment um

He was referring to the Wrld Trade O ganisation (WO neeting which
derailed in Seattle late |ast year due to inflexibility of nenber countries
on sticky issues as well as protests by various non-governnment a
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