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Asi a nmust influence globalisation: Najib

AS THE wor | d enters a new phase of gl obalisation, the biggest chall enge
for Asian countriesis totry and influence the process of globalisation
Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak said.

This, he said was brought about by the financial crisis which nost Asian
econom es had experienced over the | ast two years.

"Al though, we are rapidly getting out of the woods, with positive record
and projection of growh, we are still very nuch aware of the negative
si de of unbridled globalisation,” he said in his keynote address at the
opening of a two-day conference held in conjunction with the Seventh
Def ence Service Asia 2000 exhi bition in Kual a Lumpur yesterday.

Wth the crisis alnbst over, Najib said Asian countries now found
t hensel ves better prepared to face gl obalisation and at the sane tine,
there i s much nore gl obal awareness onthe ills of this force.

"l believe we have a gol den opportunity in front of us, to narrowthe
gap that exi st between the advocates of gl obalisation and what | woul d
like torefer as the recipients of gl obalisation

"One of the ways to narrowthis gap is to encourage greater dial ogue
that will lead to better understandi ng, anong those concerned," he said.

Whi | e faci ng the enornous chal | enges of gl obalisation, Najib said Asian
countries nmust al so take the opportunity to strengthen Asia as a regi on

"W know that regionalismis a viable option when dealing with the
forces of globalisation. Inthis regard, Asia is still weak for it has no
coherent and cohesi ve groupi ng, unlike say, the Europeans.

"I believe gl obalisation does provide us with the opportune nonent to
re-visit the ideals of regionalismand work towards this.

"It appears that Asean (Association of South-East Asian Nations), with
its formal and i nformal |inkages that go beyond Sout h- East Asia, could
wel | provide the core and the basis by which a super structure could
grow, " he said.

Thus, he said the Asean plus three - China, Japan and Sout h Korea -
formul a does resenbl e Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s i dea
of an East Asi an Economi c caucus.

In awrldof globalisation, Najib said the line that separate politics,
economni ¢ and society and their inplications on security is fast thinning.

Therefore, he said Asi an countries nust seriously consider the prudence
of formng multifaceted institutions, which could well providethe basis
of conflict managenment, conflict prevention and eventually conflict
resol ution.

"If this proves to be succesful, then at least in South-East Asia, we
could truly | eave conflicts behind us in the 20th Century.
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