26/ 08/ 2000

Assenbly on Malay rights i ssue possible

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Ummo Youth has not rul ed out the possibility of
organi sing a special assenbly to discuss strategies on howto tackle the
Mal ay rights and privil eges i ssue which has been rai sed by the El ection
Appeal s Committee of the Chinese Associ ations of Ml aysia (Suqiu).

Its head, Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein, said this was necessary as Suqgiu
had twisted its stand over the matter.

"In a letter sent on Tuesday, they had said that they were not
questioning the rights as stated under Section 153 of the Federal
Constitution.

"But in a Press rel ease issued yesterday, they accused Umo Youth of
playing with Malay sentinments and racial matters by bringing up the issue.
This shows that they were not sincere in nmaking their earlier statenent."

H shanmuddi n, who is Bari san Nasi onal Youth head and Youth and Sports
M ni ster, was speaking to reporters after chairing Umo Youth's specia
exco neeting at the party's headquarters today.

Last Friday, sone 400 Umo Youth nmenbers, led by its deputy head Dat uk
Abdul Azi z Shei kh Fadzir, staged a protest in front of Suqiu' s office and
presented a nenorandum protesting Sugi u's comrents.

Hi shammuddi n al so said he woul d nmeet Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad soon to explain the devel opnments and to i nform hi m of
Umo Youth's stand and the actions which they woul d be taking.
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