06/ 12/ 2000

Assurance on supply of essential itens

SHAH ALAM Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday
gave an assurance that there will be adequate supply of essential itens at
reasonabl e prices during the com ng festive season

"The Governnent will ensure an adequate supply of beef, chicken and
ot her essentials. People should not buy at a higher price because thereis
an adequate supply.”

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after | aunching the Royal M nt of
Mal aysi a and the first production of Ml aysian gold bullion coins here.

He, however, cautioned that there woul d be sonme unscrupul ous peopl e who
would try to raise the prices.

"But actually this year the inflationrateis quite | ow, belowthree per
cent. This neans that by and | arge prices have not been rai sed even t hough
the price of fuel has gone up," Dr Mahathir said.

Asked about Ml aysi an doctors returning fromoverseas faci ng | ong del ays
ingetting practising certificates, he said the issuing authority should
| ook into the matter.

"W need many doctors as our own doctors do not want to serve with the
Gover nnent .

They prefer to work in the private sector as they get a hi gher incone."

Asked if civil servants coul d expect a bonus this year, Dr Mhathir

sai d: "You have to ask the Finance M nister (Tun Dai mZai nuddin). | would
not know. If we have the noney we'll give the bonus, if there's no noney,
we wont't."

Asked whet her civil servants could still expect sonmethinginlieuof a
bonus, he said: "I dont't know. | heard the Finance Mnister is

consi dering."
( END)
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