16/ 08/ 2000
Attack on Suhakam Misa in bad taste

Any Y

AZHAR Zahari's letter "Misa's statenent appears bi ased” (NST, Aug 14)
appears to be nore of an indictrment of Tan Sri Musa Hitamls credential s as
Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts Comm ssi on ( Suhakam chairman than as a
constructive conment on t he Conm ssion's performance.

H s repeated references to Musa's past "m stakes", including the Menal
i nci dent, the 1987 Umo | eadershi p chal | enge and t he nore recent skirm sh
with Datuk Azi z Shei kh Fadzir, betray an obsessive antipathy to a person
who, despite having |l ong since | eft the stations of power, still commuands
the admiration and respect of Mal aysians fromall wal ks of life.

If Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and others nowin
Gover nrent can i gnore past political differences and appoi nt Misa to such
a prestigious body, the | east the rest of us can dois tolet himget on
with his job and not be too hasty in judgi ng him

Dr Mahat hir nust have given the appoi ntnent a great deal of thought
bef ore he nade the recommendation to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong.

Musa certainly has "shortconm ngs" as he is only hunan. But surely he
possesses i npressive credentials for the position.

The nman speaks his nind and, at tinmes, this had caused problens for his
political career.

Musa' s vast exposure to both the local political process and
i nternational diplomacy brings to the job both the needed perspective and
credibility.

The job needs such a man, not a sycophant.

That people Iisten to hi mwhen he speaks is al so what Suhakam needs to
get the attention it deserves, particularly to avoid an untinmely death
under reactionary, and at tines hostile, pressure of intolerance.

Dat uk Azi z and ot her Umo | eaders who were so eager to condemn Suhakam s
statement had forgotten that in doing so, they were in fact questi oni ng
t he wi sdomof their superiors in the party and Governnent.

I ndeed their act could be interpreted as a disgui sed opposition to
Suhakam s formati on.

It is a great failing of our society that a man is seldomallowed to
fulfil his true potential sinply because he is considered | ess t han
perfect.

Surely, one's propensity to contribute to the greater good deserves
equal if not greater consideration.

Not satisfied with questioning Musa's credentials, Amr Azhari went on
to take a pot-shot at anot her nenber of the Conm ssion, a fornmer judge who
had served the country well, but who, in the opinion of the witer, had
conmmitted the unforgivable sin of declaring Umo illegal

Sone peopl e were actual |y thankful for that judgnent as it paved the way
for aresolution of an i npasse and the formati on of Umo Baru.

Let us not be pushed back by finding faults in others. G ve Misa and
Suhakam a chance
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