30/ 07/ 2000
Attitude towards arns regretful

Sar ban Si ngh; Rosi han Zain

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today expressed regret
over the attitude of sone security personnel who were not careful about
the firearns in their custody.

Despite repeated rem nders, such situations still recurred, the Prine
M ni ster said.

"I have a feeling many are not concerned al though we have given them
instructions to be careful with the weapons entrusted to them

"(But) we still get reports of security personnel |osing their weapons
kept in the car just because no one was | ooking after them"

He said this after |aunching a Wirkers' Day gathering at Stadium Putra
in Bukit Jalil.

There have been two reported cases of firearns being stolen from
security personnel in the past nonth.

On Thursday, a fugitive, Mhd Hasnul Hashim 36, who was detai ned by
police and bundled into the back of a police car after an accident in
Sungai Tua, Selayang, drove the vehicle off as he was not handcuffed.

A Heckl er & Koch MP5 submachi ne gun and four | oaded rmagazi nes bel ongi ng
to the police were also in the car

Hasnul used the weapon to rob a construction conpany supervi sor of RM588
in Taman Seri Gonbak. He then abandoned the car and escaped into a jungle.

On July 2, nmenbers of the Al -M' unah devi ationi st group staged an arns
hei st at two arnmy canps in Perak

On reports by the foreign nedia that the Governnent was using the arns
heists to gain political nileage, Dr Mahathir said he could keep quiet if
he want ed to.

"But, what woul d happen if the Government keeps quiet and such incidents
keep occurring.

"I amonly warning them... we have been stressing the repercussions of
wagi ng a hate canpai gn. These are the results of such a canpaign,” he
sai d.

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi said
the police force nust overcone weaknesses and i nprove the training of its
of ficers.

Abdul | ah, who is also Home M nister, said that police officers,
especially those on the beat, nust be ready for all eventualities. He said
they nmust not forget to adhere to procedures at all tines.

"Everytine they are sent out on duty, their supervisors nmust rem nd
them" he told a Press conference after opening the annual general neeting
of the Overseas Umo O ubs Al umi Associ ati on.

Descri bi ng Thursday's incident as "isolated", Abdullah said he hoped it
woul d not recur.

Nevert hel ess, he praised the police for their quick action.

"What is inportant is that the police have reacted speedily and
recovered the weapon quickly."
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