01/ 01/ 2000

A rapturous wel cone (HL)

YEAR 2000 is here! The new nmillenniumarrived in Malaysia at midnight to a
trenmendous wel come of dazzling fireworks and joyous noi se of Ml aysi ans
cel ebrating with gusto around the country.

It was cel ebration everywhere with public squares and parks turning into
open parties, the excitenment growing as the clock ticked closer to
m dni ght and the 20th century nelted away.

Thousands poured into the streets and a carnival spirit kept the night
going right fromdusk when the sun set on this century.

The focal celebration point in the capital city was the Kual a Lunpur
City Centre and Dataran Merdeka, not forgetting the nany street parties,
bot h i npronptu and or gani sed.

The ol d airport at Subang in Petaling Jaya becane a giant party zone.
The new Kual a Lunpur International Airport in Sepang did not miss out on
the fun as it too hosted a rooftop party.

The peopl e packed the Espl anade and Batu Ferringhi in Penang for a beach
party, they filled Dataran |poh in Perak as they did all other public
areas in the other towns.

Ni ght spots everywhere were, of course, packed to the gills with
revel l ers despite the high cover charges.

The country's leaders - the Prime Mnister and his Cabinet - joined in
the cel ebrations at KLCC where Year 2000 rolled in in truly grand style.

There was hardly roomto nove as thousands crowded the park to bask in
the fairyland atnosphere, to be entertained by singers and a | aser show as
they bade farewell to 1999.

At the stroke of mdnight, fireworks whizzed into the sky, filling the
night with a glorious blaze of sparkling colours and deaf eni ng expl osi ons.

The worl d's tallest buildings, the Petronas Twin Towers, provided a
perfect backdrop for Malaysia's welcome to a bright future.

In Penang, a grand fireworks display lighted up the skies in a 10-minute
spect acul ar performance at the Espl anade.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon was also in the thick of things -
| ayi ng the foundation stone for the MIIennium Mnunment for the State's
time capsul e project and then |l aunching the Penang Lions C ubs' "Light of
Hope" project in aid of the poor.

Participants in the charity project nmade their way through a 76-nmetre-

I ong maze arnmed with |lum nous light sticks sold at RML each.

Addi ng col our to the celebrations were cultural performances at Little
I ndi a and Canpbel| Street pedestrian mall. Anong the reverberating
perfornmances at the new y-reopened mall was a 24-drum perfornmance.

In the mdst of celebrations, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad urged
Mal aysi ans to cl ose ranks.

In his traditional New Year nessage tel evised tonight, he said
Mal aysi ans shoul d wel cone the new nillenniumw th joy but shoul d not
forget the | essons of history.

Thanki ng God for the New Year, he said this year was speci al because it
mar ked t he begi nning of a new century and new mllennium- the 21st
century and third m Il ennium

Mal aysia entered into the new m |l enniumsix hours after the tiny South
Pacific island nation of Kiribati set off the celebrations around the
wor | d.

Later in the evening, Dr Mahathir and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah



Mohaned Ali joined tens of thousands of Ml aysians in ushering in the new
m |l ennium

Dr Mahathir and Siti Hasmah attended the Bintang M1l ennium cel ebration
organi sed by the YTL G oup al ong Jal an Bukit Bintang.

Revel | ers had started swarm ng the area as early as 7pm

Jal an Bukit Bintang, which was closed to traffic, was packed with those
who had turned up to join in the cel ebration.

The Prime Mnister, who arrived at 10.30pm w shed the peopl e a happy
new year and hoped they woul d enjoy and cel ebrate in a peaceful manner.

In a brief speech, Dr Mahathir said he was happy to see many city fol k
and foreigners taking part in the cel ebration.

"I"'mvery pleased to see so many city dwellers gathered here to wel cone
the new year, the new century and the new m I | ennium"”

An out door nusical extravaganza featuring world-fanmous sol oi sts M chael
Ball and G Ilian Hunmphreys along with the Italian Synphonic Orchestra and
| ocal singers, including Zainal Abidin, kept the crowd entertained.

Anpong t hose present was YTL managi ng director Tan Sri Francis Yeoh.

Dr Mahathir later joined the people for a countdown at KLCC at about
11pm

As soon as the clock struck 12, the sky above KLCC burst in a dazzling
di splay of fireworks which | asted for about five m nutes.

( END)



	A rapturous welcome (HL) (01/01/2000)

