21 JUNE 2000
AUSTRALI A- MALAYSI A
AUSTRALI AN OFFI CI AL WANTS TO | MPROVE AUSTRALI AN- MALAYSI AN TI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) - Paul Mdintock, the new secretary to
the Cabi net of Australian Prinme M nister John Howard, says that he wants to
bring the political relations between Australia and Mal aysia to the sane
strong | evel as the other ties |ike business and educati on.

Descri bing the | ong-standing rel ati ons between Ml aysia and Australia
as special and deep on the ground | evel, he, however, said this was not
reflected at the political |level for the | ast decade or so.

He felt that education would be the core of that relationship since
many Ml aysi ans were educated in Australi a.

He told a neeting with Mal aysi an newsnen here today that he was deeply
concerned over the differences between Howard and Mal aysi an prime ninister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, and anbng his nain tasks in his new job was
to mend the ties between the two | eaders.

Mcd i ntock, a businessnman who will assunme office next nonth, is here
for a week-long visit. He is also chairman of Ashton M ning, a nmajor
di anond mi ni ng conpany in which the Mal aysi an M ning Corporation (MMC) has
a substantial stake, and a past president of the Australia-Ml aysia
Busi ness Counci | .

A brief issued by the Australian H gh Comm ssion here said he and his
father, Sir Eric MO intock, had been active pronoting cl ose business and
peopl e-to-peopl e ties between the two countries for nmany years.

"The strong trade and investnment ties between our two countries owe
much to their efforts and connections in both countries,” said the brief.

McC i ntock said Howard expected himto bring his contacts into his job
and anmong ot her things, to seek ways to nend to the political divide
bet ween the two countries.

He said he found Howard to be "nore Asian", nore courteous and nore
open and constructive than the previous Australian | eaders.

Yet he (Howard) was accused of not being "Asian" when he was prevented
fromplaying a nore wider and active role in Asia, he said.

McC intock said Australia, which faced sim |l ar issues and probl ens over
the question of globalisation as Ml aysia, had been wongly "l unped” with
the "big guys".

"We are equally trying to find our place (in globalisation) and we are
grappling with simlar issues,” he said.

He al so said that "anything that stops us fromworking closely with
Asia, is of great concern to us."

McC i ntock said he has no programme to bring about closer ties between
the two | eaders but he would |ike to see nore exchanges of visits between
the cabinet ministers of the two countries for a start.

Australian H gh Comm ssioner Peter Varghese who was present, said there
was a need for themto explain their interest and position in the region.
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