01/ 02/ 2000
Avoi d repeat of 1987 incident

Mari na Emmranuel

PENANG, Mon. - Umo cannot afford a repeat of the 1987 split when the
party was weakened due to disunity, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatimcautioned party nenbers today.

He stressed that a no-contest stand for the party's top two posts during
the com ng Umo general assenbly would strengthen the party.

"Remenber the repercussions (to Umo) of Kelantan and Terengganu and the
i nroads made (by the Opposition) in Kedah, Pahang and Perak (in reference
to the just-concluded general election).

"We cannot afford another 1987 incident until and unless we strengthen
the party," he told reporters after opening the International G oup of
Experts on Corruption Workshop at the Northam Suites Hotel.

In April 1987, Umo held its nost fractious party election. Party
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and then deputy president (then
Enci k) Chafar Baba were chal | enged by Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah and (then
Dat uk) Musa Hitam

After Tengku Razal eigh | ost the election, his disgruntled supporters
filed a lawsuit at the High Court in 1988, claimng inproprieties in the
Umo branch el ections preceding the national party el ection.

In a | andmark judgnent, judge Datuk Harun Hashi m declared Umo ill egal.
Tengku Razal eigh | ater formed the now defunct Parti Ml ayu Semangat 46.

Rais, who is MP for Jel ebu and Umo Jel ebu di vi si on advi ser, has
announced plans to run for one of the three vice-president posts in the
May 11 party el ection.

Concedi ng that although it would be "nice to rush into the fray", Rais
however cautioned of repercussions if a fight for the top two posts
occurr ed.

"I't would go agai nst Umo's ideals of strengthening the Governnment and
protecting the rights of Ml ays," he said.

When asked to comment on the issue of running mates, Rais said while he
was not in favour of the issue, it was not wong.

The nove, he added, should not "close doors” for potential |eaders with
cal i bre.

"Those wanting to contribute to the party and who are able to do so
shoul d not be side-lined in this process,” he said. "Traits such as
compet ency, honesty and qualifications should be found in aspiring
candi dates. "
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