08/ 05/ 2000
Avoi d religious sentiments: PM

Kamar ul Yunus

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yest erday chi ded the foreign nedia for
pl aying up religious sentiments when reporting on efforts by the

Phi |l i ppi nes authorities to rel ease 21 peopl e held captive by an arnmed
group i n sout hern Philippines.

The Prime Mnister said if the foreign nedia nade any attenpts to
hi ghl i ght such sentiments in their reports, it wold danmpen any efforts on
the part of the Philippines authorities.

"It (using religious sentinents) will create problens for everyone... It
will stiffen the back of the group responsible and the tendency is that
they will turn around and fight," he told reporters after attending the
Thonmas/ Uber Cup Run 2000 in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Dr Mahat hir was asked whet her attenpts by the foreign nedia in
hi ghlighting religious sentinents intheir reports woul d danpen efforts to
rescue the victins which include nine Mal aysi ans.

On Saturday, the Philippines television stations aired footage taken by
t he foreign nmedia which showed interviews with a mayor, a priest and
fam |y nenbers of the Philippine soldier who diedinaclashwiththe
group responsi bl e for the ki dnappi ng.

During the interviews, they were quoted as saying that shoul d anyt hi ng
happen to the victins, the Muslins i n M ndanao shoul d be hel d responsi bl e
and that the arned group shoul d be eradi cat ed.

As such, Dr Mahathir advised the foreign nmedi a agai nst pl ayi ng up
religious sentinments when reporting on efforts by the Philippine
authorities to secure the rel ease of 21 hostage of the arned group

The ni ne Mal aysi ans and 12 forei gners were ki dnapped by si x gunmen in
Si padan Island on April 23 and are now being held in a hideout of the Abu
Sayyaf separatist group in Jolo Island in southern Philippines.

The foreigners conprise three Germans, two Sout h Africans, two Finns,
two French, two Filipinos and a Lebanese.

Dr Mahathir said it was expected of the foreign nedia to rai se such
sentinments as they, he clained had not been responsi bl e and had not
t hought about the safety of the victins when carrying out their duties.

"This is sonething that will feed their agenda for the regi on, Ml aysia
in particular and Muslinms in general," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the |ocal and foreign nedia should play a positive role
by ensuring that their reports take i nto account the safety of the
vi cti s.

He said they nust avoid maki ng any reports that coul d j eopardi se any
efforts to secure their rel ease
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