17/ 11/ 2000
Aye to new trade tal ks but Mal aysi a wants accept abl e agenda

Ashraf Abdullah i n Bandar Seri Begawan

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Thurs. - Ml aysia has given a conditional agreenent
to the launch of a Wrld Trade Organisation nultilateral trade

negoti ati ons next year but the Prime Mnister made it clear it nust be
preceded by an agenda acceptable to all.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad al so said Mal aysi a had voiced its
obj ections agai nst certain groups of countries hol ding "sideline" neetings
at future WIOtalks in a nove to set their own agenda and force others to
conpl y.

He said the | eaders of the Asia Pacific Econonm c Co-operation were
general Iy of the viewthat the newround of tal ks should be held as soon
as next year but an agenda nust be in place before proceeding with the
t al ks.

"I'f there is no agenda, we won't have topics to tal k about,” Dr Mahathir
told Mal aysi an journalists at |stana Darut Tagwa at the end of the two-day
Apec sunmit today.

He said the viewthat there nust be an agenda before | aunching the tal ks
was shared by many ot her | eaders of the Pacific Rm

The Prime M nister was asked whet her Mal aysi a had backed down fromits
earlier positionthat it would only support the | aunch of a new WO tr ade
round i f the agenda was al ready in place.

The joint statenment issued at the end of the Apec M nisterial nmeeting on
Monday had sai d the new WO r ound shoul d begi n "as soon as possi bl e" but
tal ks to agree on an agenda shoul d begi n next year.

However, the Leaders' Declaration at the end of the Apec summit gives
the i npression that Ml aysia has conpronmised its earlier position by
agreeing that the tal ks shoul d begi n next year.

He hoped that all WO nenbers woul d be sincere in wanting to ensure an
agenda woul d be in place. "If they deliberately don't want an agenda, it
woul d be difficult to hold a newround. What are we going to tal k about?"

El aborating on Mal aysia's objection to the "sideline neetings", Dr
Mahat hir sai d such neetings, held by devel oped countries, took place in
Seattle | ast year.

The "green roont neetings are call ed by sone devel oped countries to fix
t hei r own agendas and to persuade or force other countries to conply.

"As an organi sation, the WO nust be orderly, otherwise it cannot be
call ed an organi sation. It has to identify the agenda and has to have
procedures so that nobody can bypass it and force their opinions on
others," Dr Mahathir said.

He said the new WO round shoul d have an agenda to ensure that it was
nore focussed.

"Al t hough many countries have free trade agreenments anong them we find
t hat some of themface difficulty because the signatories continuedto
pl ace non-tariff barriers such as anti-dunping rules, quota certification,
etc.

"This is as good as having tariffs," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d various contentious issues could be included in the
agenda in order to reach an agreenent.

"I'f we want to talk about free trade, we nust tal k about howit is
affected by non-tariff barriers.

"If we want to include antidunping, the rul es must be standardi sed and
accepted by all. Then the rules will be conmplied with."



He said countries should not be

accused of dunping sinply because some of their goods were sold at cheaper
prices overseas.

"Wl the goods may be cheaper owi ng to | ower production cost.
Normal |y, export itens are cheaper overseas than at home owi ng to tax
l evied," he said.
Citing an exanple, he said the price of a Proton car was nore expensi ve
in Mal aysi a because other countries did not have to pay excise duty, etc.”
( END)
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