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A year of renewal, rebirth

Shar eem Anty
WHEN we chronicle history, we tend to focus on the watershed events which
put us at a crossroads, with each route pronmising a different future.

But taking stock of where we are involves nore than just nulling over
the choices we've nade - it's al so about taking note of the achi evenents
whi ch we have managed to create for ourselves.

The last 12 nont hs have been quieter than recent years, but enbedded in
that apparent lull is anmple evidence of a young nation busy with the
busi ness of grow ng up

A year ago today, the Petronas Twin Towers were officially launched in a
spect acul ar cerenony whi ch bl ended technol ogy, culture and good ol d-

f ashi oned pyr ot echni cs.

An enornmous screen was suspended fromthe towers' skybridge on the 42nd
floor, but as the multinedia show progressed, the i nages of Malaysia's
past spilled gracefully onto the towers thensel ves, narking a synbolic
enbrace of old and new.

As the country's elite gathered beneath the towers, thousands nore
Mal aysi ans were drawn fromtheir honmes to the nearby streets so they too
could take a frontseat and watch the tallest buildings in the world nmake
their international debut.

Shortly after, on Sept 23, Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah was
installed as the 11th Yang di-Pertuan Agong at the Istana Negara, five
months after the Malay Rulers el ected himby secret ball ot.

The cerenony was rich with tradition, and marked the continuation of the
uni que systemof constitutional nonarchy which began at | ndependence, and
whi ch gives each of the nine Rulers a chance to be King for five years in
rotation.

In the nmeantinme, Mal aysian wonen were naki ng headway into public office,
wi th Professor Datuk Dr Mazl an Ot hnman bei ng appoi nted director of the
United Nations' Ofice of Quter Space Studies on Sept 15.

Mazl an, who is also director of the Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent' s Space Studies Division, is the first woman from a devel opi ng
nation to be honoured with the post.

Her appointnment is widely seen as the UN s recognition of Malaysia's
efforts towards the peaceful use of outer space and space technol ogy.

Joining her in the spotlight was Datuk Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz, who becane
Mal aysia's first woman Bank Negara Governor on April 22 this year. A 20-
year central bank veteran, she had held the deputy director's post during
the financial crisis, putting her within the inner circle responsible for
nursing the nation's econony back to health.

Although it was a relatively dismal year for |ocal sports, Ml aysia nade
a name for itself in other days. FromQct 15 to 17 |l ast year, the country
hosted the penultimate | eg of the Formula One season, naking it the first
event of its kind in the region.

The Mal aysian Grand Prix proved to be nenorable: it not only marked
raci ng ace M chael Schunmacher's return to the season after breaking his
Il eg, but it also ended in controversy.

Team Ferrari's Eddie Irvine and Schumacher scored a first and second-
pl aced finish, but they were disqualified, handing third-placed Mka
Hakki nen his third world chanpi onshi p. The decision was | ater reversed on
appeal .

Race drivers and officials all had praise for the Sepang Internationa



Crcuit's managenent of the race, and the SIC went on to bag the Fornul a
One Managenent Award at the |International Autonobile Federation Awards in
Monaco the foll owi ng January.

ol f al so grabbed the headl i nes here when Ml aysi a hosted the Wrld Cup
CGol f tournament at the Mnes Resort City and Golf Club fromNov 18 to 21
Wth 32 participating nations, including the inestinmble Tiger Wods
maki ng his first Wrld Cup appearance, the event drew thousands of golf

fans and nmedia fromaround the gl obe.

In keeping with Mal aysia's growi ng reputati on as an international
shoppi ng haven, |ast year al so saw the opening of the Md Vall ey Meganal
in the Klang Vall ey on Nov 23.

The mall is all about nunmbers: with an 18-screen cineplex, a 38-Iane
bow ing alley, the biggest bookstore in the country with a stock of
150, 000 books, shops and an IT centre, the mall is touted as Asia's

bi ggest shoppi ng and entertai nment conpl ex.

Alittle under a week |ater on Nov 29, the general election was held,
and for the first time, polling was conducted in just one day.

Fol | owi ng former Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims ouster
fromoffice in 1998 and t he appearance of the reformasi novenent, there
had been dire predictions that the Barisan Nasi onal Governnment was about
to take a fall.

Despite Opposition inroads in several States, however, the BN Governnent
still seized the overwhelm ng majority, capturing 148 of the 193 seats in
Par | i anment.

There were casualties on both sides of the political fence, at |east one
of which marked a break fromthe past: DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang
| ost both his bids for a Parlianentary and a State seat, leading himto
step down as Opposition Leader, a post he had held for 21 years.

The fifth Langkawi I nternational Maritime and Aerospace exhibition was
held just a day later, and saw over 700 exhibitors from40 countries
flocking to the island, pronoting Malaysia' s place in the internationa
aviation and maritinme scene.

Meanwhi | e, as the last days of the year drewto a close, nonths of
war ni ngs about the Y2K bug and its potentially crippling effects on al
computer systens cane to the fore.

But authorities had done their homework, having inplenmented renedial
wor k and contingency nmeasures nonths before. Malaysia, as did the world,
sailed into the new nmillenniumat the stroke of midnight thankfully free
fromthe predicted cyber-bedl am

On anot her front, the year 2000 al so saw the creation of the Ml aysian
Human Ri ghts Commi ssion, a 13-nenber panel of august nenbers of society,

i ncl udi ng exj udges, |awers and social activists, all led by forner Deputy
Prime Mnister Tan Sri Musa Hitam

Formed to investigate conplaints of human rights violations and hel p the
Governnent with drawing up related | aws and admini strative procedures, the
conmission held its first nmeeting at Wsna Putra on April 24.

Musa and his col | eagues have nade it clear they don't intend to be just
a toothl ess body, and have already tackl ed sensitive issues such as the
public's right to assenbly.

On a nore patriotic note, Proton officials unveiled the first |ocally-
desi gned car, the Proton Waja, on May 8. Wth a new underbody structure
and chassis, the car is slated to go into production this nonth.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir had chal |l enged the national car
conpany to conme up with a Ml aysi a-desi gned car four years ago, and the
Waja's creation marks Proton's efforts to becone a full-fl edged autonobile
manuf act urer.

The New Straits Tinmes, neanwhile, also went through its own progranmme:



t he paper underwent a revanp on Nov 1 |last year, energing with a deep bl ue
mast head, four separate sections and nore col our pages.

On April 22, the New Straits Tines Press (M Bhd | aunched Balai Berita
Senai in Johor, a conplex housing a production plant with state-of-the-art
equi prrent and technol ogy as well as admi nistrative offices.

The newspaper also celebrated its 155th birthday this year, feting
orphans at Balai Berita Kuala Lunmpur with nusic, food, gifts and fun on
July 13.

This past year hasn't been without its controversies of course, and
t here have been nunerous winkles on the political scene al one.

Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik made a surprise decision to resign as
Transport Mnister on May 22, a decision he retracted after a two-week
| eave and much pl eading from MCA party nenbers.

Dat uk Seri Abu Hassan Qmar al so recently announced that he had quit as
Sel angor Menteri Besar, but in his case, the Aug 10 decision will stand.
Anwar al so received a second conviction, this tinme for sodony, and the ex-
Deputy Premer now faces a total of 15 years in jail.

Wth all that has happened, Merdeka Day is an apt time to mull over the
year's high and | ow points and to extract the | essons they have to teach
us. \Wat ever deci sion we nmake from here on however, should be considered
with just one direction in mnd: onward.

( END)



	A year of renewal, rebirth (NST 31/08/2000)

