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Azal ina: Set the agenda for Puteri

Saj ahan Waheed

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Ummo suprene council nmenber Azalina O hman Said said
it was inportant to establish Puteri Umo's agenda and its role in
attracting young wonen i nto Umo.

Sincerity, she said, would be the key in the approach to form Puter
umo.

"If Puteri's main objectiveis to be a junior version of Wanita and j ust
a forumto train young wonen, then it woul d be a wel cone nove for Wanita
Umo to place Puteri Umo under its wing and | ook after them

"But agai n, one has to question whether this nmethod woul d be received
wel | by young worren and attract themto join the party.

"Woul d t hese young peopl e agree to join a novenent whi ch gives them
limted i ndependence and freedonf"

Azalina said this was important as the orginal intention of forning
Puteri, as suggested by party president and Prinme M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, was to cater to young wonen bel ow 40 who wanted to join
Umo but were not confortable with Wani ta Umo which they perceived as
made up of ol der wonen.

During the one-day special assenbly on Saturday to anmend the party
constitution, the del egates passed a resolutionto forma newentity
called Puteri Umo.

However, the nmovenent's structure and regul ati ons have yet to be
deci ded.

Wanita Umo has been given the task to subnmit reconmendati ons on Puter
Umo's structure to the party's suprene council

"Puteri Umo nmenbers who are nuch younger woul d surely have different
vi ews and perspective on i ssues concerni ng worren t han Wani t a Umo nmenbers
who are nore mature.

"It is inmportant to give these younger wonen freedomto express their
views and to act independently."

Azal i na sai d perhaps a solution would be for all conmponents in Umo -

t he suprene council, divisions, Wanita Umo and Umo Youth to | ook after
Puteri Umo col |l ectively.

"Per haps what we can do is to appoint a representative each fromthe
di vi sions, Wanita Umo and Umo Youth to sit as conm ttee nmenbers in
Puteri Umo divisions."

Onthe age limt, Azalina said she felt it was only appropriate to open
up Puteri Umo's nmenbership to those below 40 as is the case wi th Umo
Yout h.

"Sone quarters have expressed the views that Puteri Umo nenbership be
opened to those bel owthe age of 30 or 35 for those above that are no
| onger consi dered puteri

"Since its creation, Umo Youth has been catering to those bel ow 40. So,
why shoul d there be a different standard when it cones to Puteri Umo

"Even in our constitution, youths are defined as nen and wonen who are
bel ow 40. "

Azal i na added t hat many of the current suprenme council nenbers and t hose
hol di ng hi gh positions in the party and Cabi net were fromuUmmo Yout h whi ch
had grooned t hem

"Thus, there is no reason why Puteri Umo shoul d not adopt a simlar
structure to that of Umo Youth."

( END)






	Azalina: Set the agenda for Puteri (NST 22/11/2000)

