08/ 04/ 2000
Azmin Ali tells of sister's behavi our

Rusl ai ni  Abbas

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Businessworman Unmi Hafilda Ali who nade sexua

al | egati ons agai nst Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas di sowned by her father in
1998 after he found out that she was living with a marri ed nman over seas,
the H gh Court heard today.

Umi's brother Azmin Ali said their father could not tol erate her
anynore, especially after she confessed that she had stayed with the man
for quite some tinme.

Azmin, who is Anwar's forner private secretary and al so the Hul u Kel ang
St at e Assenbl ynan, however, did not identify the man

"The man | ater apol ogi sed to nmy el der brother and ne," he said.

Azmin was testifying at the trial of Anwar and his (Anwar's) adopted
br ot her, busi nessman Sukma Dar mawan Sasnitaat Madja, who are charged with
sodom sing forner driver Azizan Abu Bakar.

Sukma is al so facing a second charge of abetting Anwar in sodoni sing
Azizan who is the fornmer driver of Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Wan | smai |

The offences were allegedly comritted between January and March 1993 at
Tivoli Villas apartnent.

Questioned by Anwar's | eadi ng counsel, Christopher Fernando, Aznin said
his father, a religious teacher, was broken-hearted as a result of Umi's
behavi our and had been in and out of the National Heart Institute before
he died | ast year

Earlier, before allowi ng Fernando to ask Azmi n about Umm, judge Dat uk
Arifin Jaka questioned the rel evance of the evidence.

Fernando said it was to show Umri's credibility since "she started the
whol e t hi ng"

"She started the letter (containing sex allegations agai nst Anwar) and
got around Azizan to wite the statutory declaration... The declaration
was at the behest of Umi," he said.

(Azizan said in the declaration that Anwar had sodoni sed him)

Fernando said Umi was an inportant witness and her credibility went to
the root of the case.

Arifin said there was no evidence that Umi nade Azi zan wite the
decl arati on.

However, the judge all owed Fernando to proceed.

Questioned by counsel, Azmin said his late father wote an open letter
before he died stating that anot her reason he di sowned Umi was because
she had conspired with Azizan to sl ander Anwar.

Azmi n agreed with Fernando that Unm was deceitful, a liar and
untrustworthy.

Bef ore Azmin was asked about Umm, he was questioned on his educationa
background, how he met Anwar and his job as Anwar's private secretary.

Azmin said he net Anwar in the early 1980s in the United States where he
was studying, through Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad, whom
he knew wel | .

Asked by Fernando, Azmin said he becane Anwar's private secretary in
1989 and net several people in the course of his work, ampbng whom was a
person cal |l ed Andrew Leong, who had tried several tines to see Anwar, but
fail ed.

"Once in 1993, Leong cane to ny office and said that the then I nspector-
General of Police Tun Hanif Omar wi shed to see Datuk Seri Anwar.



"When | told Datuk Seri Anwar about it, he said if the IGP had really
wanted to see ne he need not go through a third person,” Azm n said,
addi ng that Anwar then told himto contact Hanif directly.

To anot her question, Azmin said many peopl e had been to his office to
seek Anwar's help in getting governnent projects and tenders.

However, Anwar declined to assist themand told themto go through the
proper procedure.

Azmin said one of themwas former Special Branch deputy director Datuk
Ami r Junus.

"He (Amir) had once expressed his di sappointnment to ne over Datuk Seri
Anwar's refusal to help himand his son get an equity in Repco (Hol dings
Bhd) which is operating in Sabah,"” he said.

Azmin said Amir, who had "conplained bitterly" about Anwar was al so not
pl eased with the sacked Deputy Prine Mnister for rejecting an invitation
to officiate Heartscan Centre for which he (Amr) had | obbi ed.

Questioned by Fernando, Azmin said he saw forner Special Branch director
Dat uk Said Awang in md- August 1997, before Said went in to see Anwar at
his office.

Azm n said Said asked himif Umri was his sister and when he said she
was, Said suggested that he get Umi to retract her allegations agai nst
Anwar .

He di sagreed because he was not on talking terns with Unmi, Azmin said,
addi ng that he, however, discussed the matter with his siblings during a
fam ly gathering | ater.

Azmin said he net Umi a year |ater and she apol ogised to his wife and
deni ed that she had witten a letter containing allegations agai nst Anwar.
He net Unmi again several days later in the office of Datuk S ng Chee
Hua and she reiterated that she did not wite the letter, but admtted she

was prom sed noney and a contract to fabricate evidence agai nst Anwar.

"I told her to stay away fromthe conspirators, but she said she could
not since she had comm tted hersel f and sone noney had been paid to her,"
he sai d.

Azmin said he nmet Umi again several days |later and rem nded her not to
get involved, but Umi told himnot to worry about her since ASP Mohd
Rodwan Mohd Yusof had told her that Anwar woul d be sacked and charged

Heari ng conti nues on Monday.

( END)
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