28/ 04/ 2000

Backing efforts to curb nmoney politics

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - Umo will support neasures taken by State | eaders to
ensure del egates to the party's general assenbly next nonth are not
exposed to noney politics.

Saying this today, party vice-president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw
sai d what ever steps which could hel p eradi cate noney politics woul d be
wel coned.

"It will also be good if nenbers are given the explanation behind the
no- canpai gn pl edge," he said, alluding to the agreenent reached anpong 15
candi dat es bi ddi ng for senior posts in the el ections.

The 15 are vying for the posts of vice-presidents, Wanita chief, deputy
Wani ta chief and deputy Youth chief.

Anyone found breachi ng the pl edge, signed before Umo president and
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad | ast Monday, woul d have his
or her m sconduct exposed during the general assenbly starting May 11

Abdul | ah, who is assumi ng the duties of deputy president, was asked to
comment on the nove by Kedah Umo to inpose sone formof control on the
movenent of del egates attending the general assenbly to reduce the chances
of their getting involved in noney politics.

The Deputy Prine Mnister had earlier chaired the third neeting of the
Strategi c Thrusts |Inplenentation Committee of the National Infornmation
Technol ogy Council here.

On dinners hosted for del egates at the assenbly, Abdullah said such a
practi ce woul d not be all owed.

Abdul | ah was al so asked to coment on the nove by Tan Sri Mihanmad
Muhamad Tai b, one of the candi dates for the vice-presidency, who had put
up a banner in front of his house inform ng del egates not to conme and see
hi m

"I don't really have much to conment but perhaps this is done because he
could not meet the hundreds of people wanting to see him... it is one way
of conveyi ng an apol ogy."

When pointed out that Miuhammad's action could be regarded as a subtle
way of canpai gning as he had received coverage in the Press because of it,
Abdul | ah said: "It is for you to interpret."”
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