16 FEB 2000
Par| i anment - accusati on
BACKBENCHERS UPSET OVER FADZI L' S REMARKS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 16 (Bernama) -- Sone governnment backbenchers were
clearly upset over (Opposition | eader Datuk Fadzil Noor's renmarks during the
debate on the royal address in the Dewan Rakyat here.

Fadzi| had taken to task sone Umo | eaders and nenbers over their
comments on the stoning of adulterers and the cutting of the hands of
thieves as provided in Islam He said this was an insult to Islam

The PAS MP for Pendang then read an article in MASSA nagazi ne where
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad expl ai ned why Mal aysia coul d
not inpose such puni shrments.

At this juncture, Education Mnistry Parliamentary Secretary Datuk Dr
Mahadzir Mohd Khir stood up, demanding clarification fromFadzil. He
accused the opposition | eader of insinuating that Dr Mahathir was insulting
I sl am

Mahadzir (BN Sungai Petani) wanted Fadzil to w thdrew the remarks,
contending that it was against the Standing Order to cast bad suspicions on
anot her nmenber of the Dewan.

But Fadzil refused, saying that what he was only reading the fact as it
was published in the nagazine.

Three government backbenchers Datuk Dr Jamal uddi n Mbhd Jarjis (Ronpin),
Dat uk Ruhani e Ahmad (Parit Sul ong) and Wan Junai di Tuanku Jaafar (Batang
Lupar) then stood up and urged Deputy Speaker Datuk Lim Si Cheng to take
action agai nst Fadzil.

The situation got out of hand as the three backbenchers were invol ved
in verbal exchange with Syed Aznman Syed Ahmad Nawawi ( PAS- Kual a Ter engganu)
who supported Fadzil.

Mohamad Sabu ( PAS- Kual a Kedah) brought order to the Dewan when he
proposed that question of whether Fadzil should w thdraw his remarks or not
be referred to the Select Conmttee headed by Speaker Tun Mhaned Zahir
I smail .

Dr Jamal uddin agreed with the proposal.

- - BERNAVA

ny abg



	BACKBENCHERS UPSET OVER FADZIL'S REMARKS (Bernama 16/02/2000)

