29 JUN 2000
Bakti - Chil dren
BAKTI FETES DI SABLED CH LDREN AT PM S RESI DENCE

PUTRAJAYA, June 29 (Bernama) -- Sone 250 orphans and handi capped chil dren
were today feted by the Association of Wves of Mnisters and Deputy Mnisters
(Bakti) at the Prime Mnister's official residence, Seri Perdana, here.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhamad al so graced t he Bakti
Children's Day cel ebration where the special children were entertai ned by
several perforners and served a variety of food.

Apart froma magi c show, the children were also entertained by the comc
group "Senario" and nenbers of the Gol den Kids O ub

The Prime Mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali, who is al so
Bakti president, said in her speech that the association spent RMA mllion
during the 1999/ 2000 financial year on wel fare programes besi des providing
educati on subsidies to poor children and assistance to fire and natural disaster
victims.

"W can be proud that to a certain extent we managed to change the
I'ivelihood of those we have assisted. There are orphans and poor students who
had received the Bakti education subsidy who succeeded in pursuing higher
education in coll eges and universities," she said.

Many handi capped people as well as the sick had received assistance for
treatment and artificial |inbs fromBakti.

"The Bakti Children's Day is one of the major activities carried out every
year. At these functions we share the joyous occasion with the children to show
our sensitivity towards their welfare," she said.

She urged parents wth handi capped children to continue to gui de and assi st
them wi thout | osing hope as these children had special peculiarities and
potenti al .

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasnmah |later presented gifts in the formof schoo
bags, stationery and toys to all the children feted.
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