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Ball still very nmuch in Razal eigh's court as vote hunting season begi ns

Shansul Akmar

A RARI TY no doubt, but nondescript Tawau nanaged to hit the front pages of
mai nstream newspapers on Friday when its Umo division becane the first of
the 165 to hold its neeting.

That's the prize one gets for being the first, especially when it

i nvol ves the high stakes of Umo's political power play which in essence
will determne the direction of the country's | eadership.

And that is actually what the focus is all about on Tawau - who will it
nonmi nate for the top posts, especially for the presidency and his deputy.
As it turned out, the Tawau division went along with the suprene counci
deci sion of no contest for the top two posts and nom nated Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad as president and Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi as
deputy.

That's that. The attention on Tawau w || di ssi pate when ot her divisions
begin holding their neetings. Then, sone divisions fromother obscure

pl aces nmay get to hog the linelight especially if any of themdecide to
take a different path than Tawau and nom nate Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah for
the deputy presidency as is being widely speculated. In fact, this year's
Umo general assenbly has been reduced to nuch specul ati on as to whet her
Tengku Razal eigh will go for it or not.

The hype had started as early as during the run-up to |l ast year's

general el ection when Tengku Razal ei gh was | eadi ng the Unmo canpaign in
Kel ant an.

To his supporters, if he had managed to west Kel antan from Pas

strangl ehol d, Tengku Razal ei gh woul d have been in a strong position for
the deputy president's post, which becane vacant follow ng the sacki ng of
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimin 1998. But the dreamdid not cone true. Umo

| ost Kelantan and with that, nany viewed it as a setback to Tengku
Razal ei gh' s hopes of going for the nunber two post and winning it.

I f that was not enough, the suprenme council decision in January which
advi sed divisions to support a no contest resolution for the top two posts
seened to further dash any hopes Tengku Razal ei gh and hi s supporters may
har bour for his inmnent rise in the Umo ranks.

Yet, the specul ation that Tengku Razal eigh will go for the deputy
presidency did not end. If anything, it grew stronger as the deadline for
t he division neetings drew nearer.

Tengku Razal ei gh did not help to quell the specul ation either when he
chose to be quite "evasive" on his plans for the Umo el ections.

Then cane the barrage of political justifications as to why Tengku
Razal ei gh should or should not go for the deputy presidency.

Many have argued that the no contest advice fromthe supreme council is
a dereliction fromdenocratic practices and stifles the freedom of choice
anong t he divi sions.

Sone pointed out that Abdullah will not attain the legitinmacy to the
deputy president's post if he did not win it in an election as he was not
t he i ncunbent.

For others, it is nmerely perceived as a horse race w thout any thoughts
to whether it augurs well for the party or otherw se. At the sane tineg,

t hose who used the argunent of wanting denpbcracy to prevail were

t hensel ves not known to be practitioners of denocratic principles. Going
back to the 1993 party el ections when there were contests for al nost al
posts, fromthe deputy president dowwards and it was carried out in the



nane of denocracy.
Yet they used undenocratic neans and that el ection saw the pinnacl e of
money politics in the history of Umo el ections.
Amid all these, the list of argunments for and agai nst the contest grows
as the day passes.
By the time Tawau held its neeting, there was nmuch antici pation that
some divisions nmight just decide to nomi nate Tengku Razal ei gh for deputy
presi dent agai nst the advice of the suprene council
From today when a significant nunber of divisions hold their neetings,
political pundits and supporters of both Abdull ah and Tengku Razal ei gh
wi || be keeping tabs on the nom nations.
If a few decide to cast their nom nations in Tengku Razal ei gh's way, it
can open the fl oodgates but if none does, the trend may continue with the
rest of the renaining divisions.
These nominations are inportant as the suprene council has inposed the
ruling that any candi date vying for any post in the suprene council nust
secure a certain percentage of nomnations to be eligible. For the
president's post, a candidate nmust secure 30 per cent of nom nations which
conmes to about 50 divisions out of the 165. For the deputy presidency,
eligibility is 20 per cent whi ch neans the candi date nust have nomi nati ons
from 33 divi si ons.
To be eligible to contest for a vice-president's post, a candi date nust
secure 15 per cent and it is 10 per cent for a suprene council seat.
These rulings are seen as one of the reasons why Tengku Razal ei gh had
not made a firmcomitment to his plans in the party el ections.
For one, if he were to announce his preparedness to contest and he
failed to secure the noninations, then he would have to deal with the fact
that he had gone agai nst the suprene council's advice.
However, if there are enough nomi nations for himfromthe divisions,
then he can accept them and nove on to chall enge Abdullah. This wll
reduce the perception that he is goi ng agai nst the supreme council advice
as he can claimhe is only responding to the aspirations of divisions.
But there are too much ifs in Tengku Razal ei gh's intention
To make the situation nore interesting, three Mentris Besar have cone
forward to propose that Tengku Razal ei gh be nom nated for vice-president.
It may just be the necessary conpromi se to resolve the predi canent faced
by sone divisions which want a no-contest yet at the sanme time want Tengku
Razal ei gh to be anobng the top Umo | eadership
At the sane tine, the proposal, if taken up may open the fl oodgates for
many di vi sions, which had earlier planned to nom nate Tengku Razal ei gh for
t he deputy president's post, but would then instead nom nate himfor vice-
presi dent.
The ball is still at Tengku Razal eigh's feet. He can choose to announce
that he was agreeable to the proposal by the Mentris Besar or keep nmum and
float along the divisional tide. Either way, the final decisionis in the
hands of the divisions, no natter how nondescript a place they may roost
in. Their nom nations will give themthe lustre, at |least during this
vot e- hunt i ng season.
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