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Bank staff |eaking info (HL)

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Sharanjit Singh

JITRA, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
reveal ed that bank enpl oyees who synpathi sed with Cpposition parties were
| eaki ng i ndi vidual and Governnent financial transactions.

He said such transacti ons, which were supposed to be secret, had been

| eaked over the Internet and through circul ation (of copies or print-
outs). Such cases, he added, had been detected in some places, including
Mal acca and Kual a Lunpur.

"W know a | ot of peopl e whose dealings with certain banks have been
reveal ed to the public by these peopl e (bank enpl oyees).

"I know at | east of one place where certain docunents sent to the bank
were circulated ... (in) those days (there was) no Internet,to show as if
t he Government i s doi ng sonething bad," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was difficult to act agai nst the banks but "the only
thing the Government could do was not to have dealings with such banks
(where there were nmany Opposition synpathisers).

Leaki ng i nformati on about financial transactions is an offence under the
Banki ng and Fi nancial Institutions Act 1989 (BAFIA).

Under it, no enployee, including the chief executive during his

enpl oynent or thereafter, shall divulge or publish any information or
docunent relating to the affairs or accounts of custoners.

Mal acca Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mhd Ali Rustamwas reported to have
said | ast Tuesday that the State Governnent planned to w thdraw RM30
mllionin fixed deposits fromtwo comrercial banks.

He said this was because the staff of the banks openly supported the
Opposi tion.

Last week, Mbhd Ali asked State Governnent departnents and agencies to
ternminate the services of panel clinics whose doctors were synpathi sers of
Opposi tion parties.

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters at his Hari Raya Aidil Adha open
house at Dewan Jitra here.

Al so present were his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali and

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain

Dr Mahathir was asked by reporters if there was a trend where Pas seened
to be getting rid of Barisan Nasional people in Terengganu (where the
party has forned the State Governnent after wi nning the general election)
and BN retaliating, as in the case in Ml acca.

Dr Mahathir said the BN did not renove people

"I have a | ot of people who have openly confessed they are Pas
supporters and they are in the Governnment ... at the rank of secretary-
general, we have not renoved (thenj.

"But in Malacca, the Governnment keeps nmoney in the bank and the

enpl oyees di splay they are supporters of Pas ... we have known in the past
(copi es of) cheques bel ongi ng to peopl e have been given to the party (Pas)
and they post on the Internet.

"So how do you trust a bank whose workers are agai nst you and t hey have
been known to reveal your secrets ... you keep nmoney in the bank, they can
take the cheque and copy it and put it on the Internet, so the Governnent
cannot trust a bank which is like that."

Asked how such incidents would affect the credibility of the country's

fi nanci al sector, the Prine M nister said:

"Well, if they do these things it will affect the credibility of sone



banks.
"I'n the Governnent, for exanple, we know some (people) are strong
supporters of the Opposition but we have appealed to themto be
professional ... when you do work you nmust do it properly and not be
i nfluenced by party interests,” he added.
Asked if | egal action would be taken agai nst those who reveal ed such
secrets, Dr Mahathir said
"If they are found to | eak Government secrets, which is against the | aw,
we will be forced to take I egal action.”
In Mal acca, Mohd Ali said the Opposition was quick to bl ane and
criticise the State Governnent on matters which were not parallel with
their policies.
He said the DAP and Keadil an did not speak out when the Terengganu State
Gover nnent sacked village headnmen who supported the BN
He al so said the State Governnent has resolved to withdraw RMLO nillion
in fixed deposit belonging to a Governnment agency froma | ocal bank upon
the maturity date.
He said another RMVAO million in fixed deposit woul d be w thdrawn from
banks.
He said the banks had failed to take disciplinary action agai nst
enpl oyees who openly showed support for the Qpposition.
The State Governnent and its agencies have funds totalling sone RM00
mllion in several |ocal banks.
Mohd Ali also said the State Governnent had bl acklisted severa
contractors, legal firns and surveyors who had explicitly supported the
Qpposition. He said their contracts woul d be term nat ed.
Mohd Ali said the State Governnent need not send notices inform ng them
of it.
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