15/ 06/ 2000

Bar Council's nove to hold EGM "is in national interest

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Bar Council president Sulai man Abdul | ah sai d t oday
the Bar's only agenda is national interest, and it does not have political
affiliations or notives.

He said its nove to hold an extraordinary general neeting to discuss
motions on judicial integrity was notivated by public interest as the
judiciary was certainly a national issue.

"The Governnent nust surely have the sane interest. There can't be two
m nds about the country needing an inpartial judiciary.

"This is not about the Bar intinmdating the judges, it is about the
integrity and i ndependence of the judiciary," he told the New Straits
Ti nes.

He said judicial integrity was not only inportant to Ml aysi ans but al so
to foreign investors.

Sul ai man said he did not have the "slightest idea" why Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad had suggested that the Bar had been
instigated to call for an investigation into the conduct of Chief Justice
Tun Mohd Eusoff Chin

Dr Mahathir said yesterday he believed that there were political notives
to create friction between the governnment and judiciary over the
controversy.

The controversy had begun with Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Department Datuk Dr Rais Yatims criticismof Eusoff's holiday in New
Zeal and in 1994, purportedly with | awer Datuk V. K. Lingam

The Bar Council took up the issue later and called for an EGM on June 23
to debate a notion calling for a tribunal to investigate Eusoff.

Sul ai man said the Bar nmenbership of over 9,000 cuts across all politica
opinions and it would be inpossible for it to take up any particul ar
party's position.

He said the Bar thought it best to call for a tribunal, as provided for
in the Federal Constitution, to give Eusoff a chance to clear the air as
the i ssue has becone convol ut ed.

Fol | owi ng Rais' conments, Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n and Youth
and Sports M nister Datuk H shamruddi n Hussein had al so made conments and
| ater senior judges had joined in.

Sul ai man said the council's opposition to the tribunal set up in 1988 to
renove the then Lord President Tun Salleh Abas did not nean that it was
qguestioning the constitutional provision for tribunals.

"W had questioned if it was used in a bona fide manner or to solve
party political problens," he said in response to Dr Mahathir's coment
that the Bar's stand on tribunals was not clear

"Today there are no political problens and thus, no question of
i nfluencing judges to be for or against the Governnent," he said.

Asked about | awer K Raja Segaran's bill of costs for RMr50, 856. 75
agai nst the council, Sulainman said it would be contested when the matter
comes up before a court registrar

Raj a Segaran, who filed the bill in the Hi gh Court yesterday, was
awar ded costs after the council lost inits bidto strike out his
application for an injunction to stop its EGM| ast Novenber.

The council' appeal against the injunction will be heard on July 3.
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