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Bard's rel evance in the Internet age

Mazl an Nordi n

ONCE presented at the Sultan Idris Training College - later renanmed
Universiti Perguruan Sultan Idris - in Tanjong Mali mwas a play by
Shakespeare translated into Malay. Al so in the audi ence were prinary
school pupils, including this scribe, fromthe nearby Sekol ah Lati han

So it was that we listened to Ham et's soliloquy "To be, or not to be.
That is the question.” And there was Lady Macbeth, described as
Shakespeare's nost infanous fenale.

Sonme years |later at the Mal ay Col | ege Kual a Kangsar (MCKK) Shakespeare's
pl ay, Julius Caesar was presented. A ways renenbered was t he scene when
Caesar was stabbed by his friend Brutus, and he cried "Et tu, Brute?"

All this was before the war. Presentation of the bard's plays ceased
sone tine after independence.

Rat her surprising was a reference to Brutus during a spirited debate in
an Umo general assenbly nmany years ago

It cane fromAnnuar Miusa, a young del egate fromKel antan (nuch | ater
Dat uk and appoi nted M ni ster for Rural Devel opment). Who's Brutus? Wio's
Cassi us, anot her Umo del egate was heard to ask.

Conmrent i ng on the Roman politician's character was party presi dent Dat uk
Seri Dr. Mahathir Mhanmad in his w nding up address

Wel coned, therefore, in these days of the mighty Internet is the thrust
tocultivate the interest inliterature and instil a love for reading of
books. One such is as in the 15-week English literature Wrkshop now bei ng
conducted by this newspaper and especially directed to students. It is
nmeant :

* To get students thinking nore creatively, inmaginatively, critically,
to expand their world-view and hel p themgive subjective responses to
events that surround them

* To give students the vocabulary to express their thoughts and
feelings.

By the end of the period students will be able to conpose their own
poens, wite short stories and plan their essays. They shoul d be abl e al so
to end up with a vocabul ary of at |east 2,500 nore words.

The teachers have been carefully selected for their ability to establish
and for their interest inliterature.

It has been said, though, in this context that many teachers don't read
nmuch outside their favourite magazi nes.

Question: howthen could the love for literature be inparted to
students? Could this be because nost are trained in teaching English as a
second | anguage and have no background in reading literature?

It is not just about Shakespeare but al so about other witers being
vi ewed t hrough t he wi ndow of books. Quote: "W | earn of Greece t hrough
Thucyci des and Her odot us, of Russi a t hrough Tol st oy and Dost oevsky, of
France t hrough Bal zac and Proust. Wen a foreigner sees Britain, he sees
with the eye of Shakespeare, Austen, Dickens, Trollope, Joyce."

To which will be added t he works of Nagui b Mahfouz, the Egypti an Nobe
Prize wi nner, Pranody Ananta Toer, |ndonesian novelist, and Nobel Prize
wi nner-in-waiting, or V.S. Naipaul

Not many in this country speak or read French, but there is the
translation of Marcel Proust's 17-vol unme Renenbrance of Things Past, often
prai sed by English witers. Wiich this scribe has yet to read. Shane!

A good read i s one whi ch has won the prestigi ous Booker Prize, founded



in 1969. Afer 25 years, Sal man Rushdie's M dnight's Children which won in
1981 was chosen the best of the | ot, the "Booker of Bookers", in 1993. Hi s
reput ati on pl unmet ed however, after he wote Satanic Verses.

In 1997 the higher-selling quality paper in London, Sunday Tel egraph
asked 12 emi nent and fanously well-read people to choose their 10
favourite works. Among them novelist Doris Lessing, Hi storian of ideas
I siah Berlin, playwight Harol d Pinter and aut hor Gernai ne Greer. Only one
chose Rushdi e.

Al'l of which goes to show that one does not wite a bestseller
everytine. There are other | essons for witers thenselves, a fewguilty of
hubri s.

There is the | esson al so fromHoner's Iliad, described as the first work
of Western literature withits tale of nyth and reality. As a historian
puts it later: "lliad tells what had happened i n the past, but it al so

enbodi ed the val ues of the present.”

A quote froma urban parent goes to the heart of Literature Wrkshop now
bei ng conducted: "There is a place for literature so we will never |ose
sight of the qualities we want to shape our lives. Al the things that
make us human, that teach us the val ues of | ove, forgiveness, conpassion
sharing, harrmony and all the noral things which our forefathers held dear
totheir hearts. These are taught through literature and these are the
qualities we should carry forward to the next century and beyond." Anen.
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