11/ 08/ 2000

Bari san | eaders express shock

BARI SAN Nasi onal | eaders have expressed shock over t he sudden resi gnati on
of Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Orar yesterday.

Transport M nister and MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said
in Kual a Lunmpur: "1 don't know what are the details (of his resignation),
but | have very great respect for Datuk Seri Abu Hassan who has been with
me in the Cabinet for along tine."

He descri bed Abu Hassan as a good and noderate | eader and was fair to
all races.

Works M nister and M C presi dent Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel |l u al so descri bed
Abu Hassan as "a close friend of the MC".

Expr essi ng shock at his resignation, Sanmy Vel lu said, however, Abu
Hassan's decision to | eave was his own.

"I wish himall the best," he said.

Sel angor M C chi ef Datuk G Pal ani vel al so expressed shock

"The Sel angor M C respects his decision although we are saddened by his
nove, " sai d Pal anivel, who is Deputy Rural Devel opnment M nister.

I n Kual a Berang, Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shamruddi n Tun Hussei n urged
party nenbers and t he peopl e of Sel angor to respect Abu Hassan's deci sion
to step down as Menteri Besar.

"Leaders cone and go. So let's respect his decisionto resign," he said
when approached for reaction.

H shamruddi n, who i s Youth and Sports M nister, said he woul d seek the
views of the Youth wing's executive committee at its neeting here later in
t he day.

As for the choice of Abu Hassan's successor, he said this was the
prerogative of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanad.

Hi shanmuddi n sai d he was convi nced that the next Menteri Besar woul d be
pi cked fromanong those with the ability to continue the State's
devel opnent .

In I poh, Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali expressed
shock at the resignation.

"He may have his reasons to resign and we wi sh himall the best in al
his future endeavours,” he said.

He added he had known Abu Hassan for many years as they both were
el ected as Menbers of Parlianent in 1978.

Asked whet her political pressure or poison-pen letters could have
pronpted Abu Hassan to quit, Tajol Rosli said:

"l have not seen any such letters ... Abu Hassan had been in politics
for many years and, maybe, he thought that there was no point in serving
under pressure and threwin the towel."
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