20/ 08/ 2000

Bari san Nasi onal | eaders | aud PM s choi ce

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Barisan Nasional | eaders today reacted positively to
t he appoi nt nent of Dr Mohd Khir Toyo, 35, as Selangor's 13th Menteri
Besar .

I n Penang, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k comrended Pri me
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s "brave nove" in attenpting to
i nj ect young bl ood into the BN and Umo | eadership via Dr Mohd Khir's
appoi nt nent .

Dr Mahathir's decision in appointing the little-known politician, showed
the Prine Mnister was "willing to take risks and nmake good i nvestnents in
young | eadership who are willing to serve."

"Ger akan wel comes and fully supports the appoi nt nent.

I n Pekan, Pahang, Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Mdhd Najib Tun Razak
urged al | Sel angor State Assenbl ynen and the people to give full support
to Dr Mohd Khir.

He hoped that Dr Mohd Khir's age woul d not be nade an i ssue as the nost
i mportant criterion in choosing aleader is by | ooking at his ability,
| eadership qualities and the fighting spirit in him

I n Penang, another Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said: "I
think the Prime M nister has taken all rel evant factors i nto consideration
bef ore pi cki ng Mohd Khir.

"Al though he may | ack experience but with an experienced Executive
Council and (State Umo chief) Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhamad Tai b' s hel p, he
shoul d be able to carry out the task.

I n Kota Ki nabal u, Sabah Umo deputy head, Datuk Salleh Tun Said
descri bed Dr Mohd Khir's appoi ntnent as a "good m x of the young and ol d",
Salleh said it was inlinewith Umo's vision to nould | eaders for the
future.

MCA Yout h chi ef Datuk Ong Tee Keat said the appoi nt nent showed t he
Federal Governnent was heedi ng the demands of the younger generation.

Meanwhi | e, Angkat an Bel i a | sl am Mal aysi a presi dent Ahmad Azam in a
Press statenent, described Dr Mohd Khir's appoi ntnent as an
acknowl edgenent of the young | eader's capabilities.

He al so expressed his hope that Dr Mohd Khir woul d be able to adm nister
the state according to Islamc principles.
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