09/ 06/ 2000
Bari san only |l ooking at the margin of victory in Tel uk Kemang

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh

THE Bari san Nasional goes into the Tel uk Kemang parlianmentary by-el ection
tonmorrow, buoyed by its victory in the Sanggang State by-el ection on Apri
1.

The ruling party will be going all out to prove that the Sanggang w n
was no fluke, a fact underlined by BN chairman and Umo presi dent Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad after opening the M C general assenbly | ast
nont h.

Sanggang may have signalled the end of opposition victories at the Nov
29 polls, sonething that the Prine Mnister has alluded to.

Deputy Ummo president and Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi , who | ed the BN charge in Sanggang, is doing the sane in
Tel uk Kemang.

Wth himat the helm the BNis confident of taking the seat which it
won in | ast year's general election, the only difference being the margin
of victory.

CGoi ng by statenments by BN | eaders, the coalition expects a bigger wn
than the last tine around.

The Opposition says it has a fair chance of wi nning.

Crucial to victory by either side are the issues which have been raised
so far.

Si nce nomination day on May 30, both the BN and the Qpposition had been
canpai gning hard to woo the 66, 646 regi stered voters in Tel uk Kemang

The by-el ection sees S. Sothinathan of the BNin a straight fight with
Keadi |l an' s i nformati on chief Ruslan Kasim

It comes in the wake of the death of former MP S. A Anpal agan on Apri
28.

On record, Keadilan is no match for the BN

The BN boasts of a proven track record while Keadilan, fornmed foll ow ng
the sacking of former Deputy Prime Mnister and Umo deputy president
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin Novenber 1998, is considered very new and
unt est ed.

The Tel uk Kemang parlianentary constituency conprising five State
constituencies - Chenmbong, Si Rusa, Linggi, Lukut and Pasir Panjang - has
al ways been a BN stronghol d.

The BN s out standi ng power-sharing concept involving its nulti-racia
component parties has appeal ed to the constituents of Tel uk Kenmang al
t hese years.

It is bound to continue to do so in years to cone, given the manner in
whi ch BN parties have conme together to chall enge t he opposition.

Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, who is | eading
t he BN canpai gn, has prai sed conponent parties for rallying behind the MC
candi dat e.

This is despite the Opposition fielding a Mal ay candi date to take
advant age of the constituency's Malay voter nmgjority.

The BN has charged the opposition with harping on racial sentinents and
t he Japanese viral encephalitis outbreak in Bukit Pel andok, Lukut, | ast
year.

Keadi | an president Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Isnmail has hit out at
the BN for not doing nuch to adequately conpensate those affected by the
out br eak.

This was, however, disputed by Health M nister and MCA vi ce-presi dent



Dat uk Chua Jui Meng who said the Government had spent nore than RMB1
mllion to help affected pig farnmers and resi dents.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik charged yesterday that the
Qpposition had only harped on the JE i ssue without having "lifted even a
finger"” to hel p them

Leaders | eavi ng Keadi |l an have charged that the opposition was not
hol ding together in its canpaign. Any crack in the opposition arnour may
affect its chances at the ball ot box.

Voters, however, generally do not want to rock the boat follow ng the
BN s outstandi ng Nov 29 general election victory, not only in the
constituency, but in the State where it took all seven parlianmentary and
32 State seats.

"The peopl e have been happy for so long, living in peace which they are
actually enjoying. | don't see the need for ne to change the present
systemto a relatively new and untested one," said a voter

He was, however, quick to point out that there were bound to be m stakes
and weaknesses but these things happened in every political organisation.

He added that the economic sl owdown in 1997 was the bi ggest ever
chal l enge the Governnent had faced and that it had managed to steer the
country out of it.

Even the international comrunity had appreci ated Mal aysi a's handl i ng of
the situation.

"I'"mconvinced that the present Governnent has done a lot for the
country," he said.

"I feel it is not right for me to reject themafter what they have done
all these years including achieving the country's | ndependence," added the
voter who will cast his vote in the Si Rusa State constituency.
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