18/ 05/ 2000

Bati k designer tells court of her humliation

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - A batik designer felt humliated, degraded and
insulted when an article in a Wanita nagazi ne call ed t he hand-drawn bati k
attire her conpany produced for the Asia-Pacific Econom ¢ Co-operation
summi t | eaders, "ugly", the Hi gh Court heard today.

Dat uk Paduka Sharifah H shrmah Shahabudi n, the batik designer and
managi ng director of Tjanting Handicraft Sdn, said: "Wen | delivered the
finished batik shirts to the Mnistry of International Trade and I ndustry,
they were overjoyed. The Press was in full praise of ny creations.

"But this (the article) was totally the opposite. | felt nunb in ny
throat. | couldn't believe it. | never expected a person to be so rude and
unkind to me and ny creations.

"I't neant that ny goods were ugly, hideous and repulsive and it was
unbecom ng of nme and ny conpany to present such an ugly and repul sive
handi craft to our State guests.

"o | was sel ected and recomended by the Prine Mnister's Departnent
and Mti to handle the project because |I have handled sim | ar projects
successful ly."

Shari fah H shrmah, a nenber of the Perlis royalty, said that if the batik
attire had been so ugly, the mnistry would not have accepted them and
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad woul d not have worn it.

Sharifah H shmah was testifying in a defamation suit she fil ed agai nst
Ut usan Mel ayu (Ml aysia) Bhd (publisher of Wanita), the then Wanita editor
Wrda Adnan, its reporter Asiah Mon and Tines Ofset (M Sdn Bhd
(printer) over the article.

Tjanting and Sharifah H shmah are suing the defendants for falsely and
mal i ci ously publishing and printing in an article headlined "Ragani under
the byline of "Bersama Asiah Mon" in the February issue of Wanita. They
are seeki ng damages, costs and other relief.

Replying to a question by her counsel, Shamsul -Bahrain |brahim Sharifah
H shmah said a statenment in the article nmeant that she "was responsible
for frustrating the canpaign to boycott Anerican and British goods".

Sharifah H shmah said the article was witten maliciously and that the
witer was trying to be sarcastic.

She said the Apec | eaders who wore her batik attire did not protest or
di sapprove of them

She said Utusan Mel ayu had published on Nov 19, 1998, a picture of the
| eaders, conmenting that they | ooked smart and stylish in their col ourful
batik attire, then three nonths later came up with the all eged defanmatory
article.

"It was an act of sensationalismsolely notivated by a desire to boost
the sale of their nagazine and to live off our business. It was done to
sl ander ny goods and ruin ny profession. | have suffered trenmendously."

Cross-exam ned by counsel M Reza Hassan, for all the defendants,

Shari fah H shmah sai d she had 16 years of experience in the batik
i ndustry.

She said the exclusive Apec batik attire made from"crepe satin jacquard
sil k" was sewn by a tailor recomended by her and approved by the Prine
M nister's Departnment and Mti.

Hearing conti nues before Judge Datuk Dr R K. Nathan on Friday.

( END)
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