05 JAN 2000
Mahat hi r - U anmas
BE MORE RESPONSI BLE | N CHECKI NG DEVI ANT TEACHI NGS, ULAMAS TOLD

JITRA, Jan 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
has urged ulamas in the country to be nore responsible in checking
propagati on of deviant Islamc teachings by individuals and groups.

He said there were groups preaching teachings contrary to that of the
four Islamc sects followed by majority of Muslins.

"They preached so-called Islamc teachings which differed fromthe true
Islamic faith," he said after breaking the fast with about 200 Muslins at
t he Kanpung Bukit nosque in Hosba here today.

About 60 Thai Muslinms fromfive provinces in Southern Thail and al so
attended the function along with Menteri Besar Datuk Syed Razak Syed Zain
and Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul Hanid
O hman.

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms with shall ow know edge of Islamwuld tend to
foll ow and be influenced by the deviationist teachings if such activities
were | eft unchecked.

He said the individuals or groups preach that Umo supporters were not
Musl i ms and therefore nosques used by them nmust be cl eaned up before
prayi ng.

They al so urged Muslins to performtheir prayers in other nobsques as
they do not recogni se government - appoi nted i mans, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the ulamas nust strive to stop such activities as they
could lead Muslins to deviat fromthe real Islamc teachings.

These groups could al so cause a split and enmty anong fell ow Miuslins
whi ch woul d eventual |y weaken them he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said the Ml aysi an government woul d continue its
cooperation with the Miuslimcommunity in the five provinces in Southern
Thailand in line with the Mislim brotherhood espoused by Islam

"We feel we have the resources to help thembut this does not nmean we
want to interfere in the political matters of Thailand," he said.

He said Mal aysia was prepared to provide skills training to prepare
them for the chall enges ahead in the new m | enni um

"Thai Muslins are better off now than before. Sonme of them have been
made mini sters and appoi nted as speakers,"” he added.
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