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Be on guard agai nst graft: PM

Kamar ul Yunus

GOVERNMENT enpl oyees wer e yesterday rem nded t o uphol d t he good i mage of
the civil service by being professional, remain non-partisan and be on
constant guard agai nst corruption

The Government's increased dealings with the corporate sector arising
fromthe country's privatization progranme have created greater
opportunities for graft andit is inportant that civil servants nmaintain
their professionalismin carrying out their duties, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d.

"W may think that our corrupt practice can escape detection ... don't
be too sure because when it is finally detected, stern action wll taken,"
he told 500 top civil servants at an assenbly at Intan, the nationa
institute of public administrationin Bukit Kiara, Kuala Lunpur.

"W will then face inprisonnment and a shattered future," he said, adding
that professionalismis the key deterninant of an efficient
admi ni stration.

"It neans non-partisan service ... not favouring any one side. The
objective is sinmply to discharge our tasks."

Al'l governnent departnments, including the mlitary, nust continue to be
pr of essi onal

The military has al ways served the Governnment of the day and it has
never beenits role to fornul ate donmestic or foreign policies, the Prine
M ni ster said.

"The military does not side any political party and take a stand of its
own. Its loyalty is not to the cormanders or other officers but to the
Gover nnent of the day."

For this reason, unlike in sone other countries, Ml aysia has never had
any problemwith mlitary power struggles.

And while civil servants may have their own political inclinations,

t hese personal considerations should not interfere with the carrying out
of their duties.

Dr Mahat hir said he has been reni ndi ng the people of the threat that
gl obal i sati on poses for Ml aysi a and ot her devel opi ng countries not
because he wanted to instil fear incivil servants to secure politica
support.

"It is because what we fear has al ready happened,” he said.

"As for those wishing for a certain governnent to fall, don't think the
i ncom ng government will be safe ... if it does not kowtowto foreign
powers, it will be threatened and brought down as well ... and the country
is colonised again," the Prine Mnister said.

"W have been managi ng our finances very well as can be seen fromthe
fact that we did not have to seek the International Mnetary Fund's
assi stance to revive our econony.

"Qur success ininproving the country's econony should provide us with
t he confidence to face the chal |l enges and probl ens brought about by
gl obal i sation," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said it is crucial for civil servants to naster the use
of conputers and i nformati on technol ogy to enhance perfornmance and
productivity given that Mal aysia is noving towards el ectroni c-governnent.

The Prime Mnister later held a cl ose-door dialogue with the officers.
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